
Welcome to the August edition 

of the newsletter. Even though 

we are not touring, we have had 

a busy month with one thing and 

another. 

 

Colin & Sue have been down in 

the Pyrenees doing a recce for 

next year’s new tour. Full details 

on page 2. 

 

We have been across at the 

Norfolk Show again so a special 

hello to all the new readers who 

signed up there. Meanwhile, Dave 

and Sue have been getting 

geared up for The Malvern Show 

later in the month.  

 

This month’s motorhoming tips are 

all about miles and kilometres and 

Dave’s recipe this month is for 

Meltin’ Mustardy Beef. 

Bob  & Wendy, Dave & Sue, Colin 

& Sue. 
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2019 Bookings Update 
Although the 2019 schedule has 

been out since April, we don’t 

have only just starting promoting 

it at the Norfolk Show, to 

coincide with the new brochure 

coming out.  Remember that 

our lovely newsletter readers 

always get first dabs on 

everything before we go to the 

shows. 

Bookings have been brisk! We know 

that all companies say this, but 

please book soon if are you 

planning on touring with us in 2019. 

Two tours are full already and most 

of the other tours  just have a 

handful of places left. 

 

Please contact us for the latest 

availability on any particular tour. 



The Pyrenees Tour Preview 

“With new tours, we 

always do a „recce‟, 

which involves going 

out to the new 

areas, visiting all the 

campsites, exploring 

the local vicinity and 

driving the routes”.  
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Most of our regular customers will 

know that we never a run a tour 

unless we have been to the place 

the year before. On our regular 

tours this is quite straightforward 

as we go every year. With new 

tours, we always do a „recce‟, 

which involves going out to the new 

areas, visiting all the potential 

campsites, exploring the local 

vicinity and driving the routes. 

Having four sets of tour leaders 

means we can now cover a lot of 

ground between us. In the last 

couple of years Dave & Sue have 

been out to various parts of France 

and Germany, Gary & Eleanor 

have been to the Loire and the 

Dordogne and this month, Colin & 

Sue ventured down to the 

Pyrenees. 

Now this all sounds like great fun 

(OK it is) but it also helps us to put 

good tours together and spare you 

from those campsites that look 

great on a website, and then look 

nothing like the pictures when you 

get there. A bit like Internet dating 

(so I‟m told).  

The process of doing a recce is a bit 

of a „black art‟ as we try to create 

interesting tours with a mixture of 

experiences. Obviously the campsites 

are key and we use our trusty 25-

point check-list for each site we visit. 

This month Colin & Sue have been 

down in the Pyrenees carrying out the 

recce for next June‟s tour. Here is 

Sue‟s report: 

At some point during early 2018, 

Colin and I had agreed with Bob 

and Wendy that we would take the 

lead on a 2019 tour to the 

Pyrenees.  At the time we did not 

know much about the area but it‟s 

somewhere we wanted to visit so 
we agreed.  Because of other 

commitments we could only 

manage to find a two week window 

when we could do the recce.  So 

on the 12th July, in the middle of 

Britain‟s heatwave we offloaded 

our babysitting duties and set off – 

armed with Bob‟s outline plan and 

a route we had worked out that 

would cover the stopping places on 

the tour. 

 

After a calm crossing we zig-zagged 

across France looking at possible 

sites for stopovers.  The French 

fields were ablaze with sunflowers 
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“It promises to be a great 

and varied tour taking in 

cities and towns, the coasts 

of the Bay of Biscay and the 

Mediterranean and of 

course the stunning views of 

the mountains and lakes of 

the Pyrenees. ” 

and a glorious sight.   

 

Day 3 of our journey through 

France was the day of the 

World Cup Final – there was no 

need to watch the match – the 

cheers across the campsite we 
were on kept us abreast of the 

score and once the match was 

over the celebrations and car 

horn blasting lasted well into 

the night. 

 

The further south we travelled, 

the hotter it got, with the 

highest temperature reaching 36 

C.  Then came the 

thunderstorms -the rain 

hammered so hard on the 

motorhome roof one evening 

that we had to give up watching 

the DVD we had settled down 

to view!  Thankfully the storms 

were soon over and it was back 

to sunshine and temperatures 

averaging around 30 C. 

 

We visited and stayed on so 

many different campsites that 

the days became a bit of a blur 

but memories remained.  We 

won‟t forget the campsite 

where we were pitched 

downwind of the chemical 

emptying point, or the one 

where we wondered whether 

we would have any wheels on 
the motorhome when we woke 

in the morning.  Then there was 

the “hi-de-hi” campsite that 

gave a 9.00am wakeup call over 

the tannoy. (Needless to say 

these that none of these sites 

will not make the tour!)   

 

We sampled ice creams, 

baguettes, croissants, 

restaurants and more – all in aid 

of giving guests the best possible 

experience next year.   

 

We also soon realized that, 

where the Brits put up 

windbreaks to mark their 

territory the Spanish put up 

washing lines with towels galore 

strung around (and smaller 

items too!) 
 

The journey continued, driving 

the proposed tour in reverse 

from France through to Spain.  

There was some stunningly 

beautiful scenery and one or 

two challenging drives for both 

driver and passenger (there will 

be alternative routes for the 

tour).   

 

As the recce drew to an end we 

reflected on what we had 

achieved - we can say we have 

learnt a lot, laughed a lot and 

loved most of what we had 

seen. We found some lovely 

places to stay and to visit.   

 

It promises to be a great and 

varied tour taking in cities and 

towns, the coasts of the Bay of 

Biscay and the Mediterranean 

and of course the stunning 

views of the mountains and 

lakes of the Pyrenees.  

 

We are already looking forward 

to doing it all again at a more 

leisurely pace next June. 
 

At the time of writing, there are 

just a small number of spaces 

available for the tour next June. 

Please contact us if you would like 

to book. 
 

 

 



The Norfolk Motorhome Show 

“We have a lovely 

crew of people who 

always come and 

see us at Norfolk, 

many of whom are 

local or localish (you 

know who your are) 

and it was great to 

have another mini 

reunion on the 

Saturday”. 
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We had another fantastic 

weekend down in Norfolk at 

the end of July. 

Many thanks to all of our 

existing customers who came to 

see us and to our new 

customers who signed up for 

tours during the weekend. 

We have a lovely crew of 

people who always come and 

see us at Norfolk, many of 

whom are local or localish (you 

know who your are) and it was 

great to have another mini reunion 

on the Saturday (see picture). 

We were blessed with wonderful 

weather for the third year in a row 

although as were facing south we 

kind of had enough of it by the end 

of the Sunday. 

We will definitely be signing up for 

the show again next year and look 

forward to seeing you again. 

 

The Western Motorhome Show (Malvern) 

Our next show is down at the 

Three Countries Showground in 

Malvern. The Show starts on 

Friday 17th August and runs 

through until Sunday 19th. 

Dave & Sue will be on hand to 

talk about next year‟s schedule 

and to hand out the new 2019 

brochure. 

There are over 250 exhibitors 

at the show and an 

entertainment programme 

centred around the American 

Wild West. It‟s not compulsory 

to dress up as a cowboy/girl but 

you can if you want. 

Dave and Sue will be on Stand 

57 opposite the food court (on 

Dave‟s request!) 



Coq au Van: the amusingly-titled recipe feature with ideas 

for meals that you can cook within the confines of a motorhome! 
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Meltin’ Mustardy Beef. 

 

Ingredients: 

 

900g shin of beef, bone out (ask your butcher 

for the bone) 

500g Carrots. 

2 Onions. 

120ml Worcestershire sauce. 

2 heaped teaspoons whole grain mustard. 

 

Cooking method: 

 

Preheat the oven to 160C/325F/Gas 3.  Place a 

large shallow casserole pan on a high heat, with 

a large non-stick frying pan on a high heat 

alongside.  Dice the beef into 5cm chunks and 

toss with a generous amount of black pepper 

and a pinch of sea salt in the hot frying pan with 

the bone for 8 mins. 

 

Meanwhile, wash and trim the carrots, chop 

into 5cm chunks, and place in the casserole pan 

with 1 tablespoon of olive oil.  Peel and quarter 

the onions and break apart into petals, straight 

into the pan, stirring regularly.  When the meat 

is nicely coloured, tip it into the casserole pan, 

then stir in the Worcestershire sauce and 

mustard, and cover with 800ml of boiling kettle 

water. 

 

Cover, then cook in the oven for 4 hours, or 

until the beef is meltingly tender.  Loosen with a 

splash of water, if needed.  Taste, season to 

perfection, and serve.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that by the end of this month we will no longer have access to our 

old .”co.uk” email and internet addresses as we have now moved across  fully 

to “.com” 

Our email address is: 

bobandwendy@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Our web address is: 

www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Motorhoming and Travel Tips & Advice 

2. Write down the common 

speed limits in kph with the 

mph conversion on a piece of 

paper and tape it to your 

steering wheel or inside you 

windscreen (out of your main 

line of vision obviously). You 

can then glance at it as 

required when driving. 

3. Go into the settings on your 

satnav and change the distance 

units to kph and use that to 

monitor speed instead of your 

speedo. Satnavs  give much 

more accurate readings than 

your speedo anyway. 

4. Buy a GPS speedo (Google 

“GPS speedo”) and stick it to 

your windscreen. This will give 

a clear, accurate read out in 

kph. 

As you probably know all 

continental speed signs are in 

kilometers per hour (kph) rather 

than miles per hour (mph). So 

you‟re cruising along the French 

motorway and suddenly there is a 

speed limit sign that reads 90kph. 

What‟s that in real money?  

Like the UK, there are commonly 

used speed limits for different types 

of roads with 120, 90, 80, 50 and 

30 being common limits that are 

imposed.  

1 kph = 0.62mph (approx) so 

50kph = 31mph, 90kph = 56mph 

and so on. These are roughly the 

same as UK limits but not exactly, 

so you have to be a bit careful. 

On most motorhomes, the kph 

figures are virtually unreadable so 

here are a few tips of how you can 

remind yourselves. 

1. Buy an „overlay‟. These are 

transparent stickers that you 

can put onto your speedo 

that clearly show kph and 

mph. 

“Sat navs  give 

much more 

accurate readings 

than your 

speedo”. 

Old email and internet address now closed 
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