
all about maneuvering 

your van.  

Finally, as a teaser for 

next month, it is that 

time again when we 

do our annual review. 

This is our round up of 

all the bits we liked 

the best.  

We will also be 

announcing our new 

tour leaders who will 

be joining us in 2020. 

Bob & Wendy, Dave & 

Sue, Colin & Sue, 

Gary & Eleanor. 

Welcome to the 

November issue of the 

newsletter with a 

particular „hello‟ to 

everyone who signed 

up at the NEC at the 

end of last month. 

Regular readers will 

know that the October 

Show is our favourite 

one of the year. We 

meet lots of „first 

timers‟ at the show 

and many ask about 

which tours are 

suitable for their initial 

run out on the 

Continent. On Page 5 

we cover what to 

consider and what to 

expect when you are 

a „newbie‟. 

We also have the full 

tour report from the 

inaugural Poland Tour. 

It seems like a long 

time ago now (it 

finished at the end of 

September), but we 

didn‟t have room for 

the review in last 

month‟s edition.  

We also have another 

great recipe from 

Dave with an epic rib 

eye steak. 

This month‟s 

motorhoming tips are 

From the editor 
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Wawel Castle, Krakow, Poland. 



2019 was the first 

outing for our epic 

Poland Tour. This was 

a grand round trip of 

the country, from the 

foothills of the 

mountains in the south 

to the sandy beaches 

of the Baltic Coast in 

the north. Along the 

way we visited 

Poland‟s most famous 

towns and cities and 

even a statue of Jesus 

that is taller than the 

one in Rio De Janeiro. 

 

First of all you have to 

get there so we spent 

a couple of enjoyable 

days driving across 

France, Belgium, 

Holland and into 

Germany where we 

stopped for a while. 

 

Our first stop over was 
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Poland Tour Review 

“On the way we 

visited the Statue 

of Christ (the 

largest in the 

world), which 

stands 36m above 

the motorway and 

the local Tesco‟s”.  

close to Potsdam and 

gave everyone the 

chance to visit the town 

or venture a little 

further afield into 

Berlin. We also passed 

quite close to the 

pretty little town of 

Hamelin, which proved 

to be very popular. 

The rat problem seems 

to have been solved.  

 

It was time for the 

main event as we 

ventured east to the 

delightful small city of 

Poznan. On the way 

we visited the 

aforementioned Statue 

of Christ (the largest in 

the world), which 

stands 36m above the 

motorway and the 

local Tesco. Yes they 

have Tesco in Poland, 

although you can‟t use 

your loyalty card.  

 

Poznan itself was our 

first experience of just 

how pretty Polish cities 

are. Set around a main 

square with a giant 

church and rows of 

stunning buildings (see 

picture) it is a great 

place to sit and soak 

up the atmosphere. 

The weather by the 

way was favourable 

and lent itself to the 

cafe culture. 

 

You cannot go to 

Poland without 

experiencing their 

unique cuisine. This 

largely consists of 

„dumplings‟, which are 

actually more like 

ravioli. If you have 

ever had „dim sum‟ 

then they are basically 

A few of our vans parked in front of the world‟s largest statue of Jesus near Poznan. 
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the same thing. 

 

Every cafe and 

restaurant has “the 

best dumplings in 

Poland” and you are 

not really allowed to 

sample anything else 

on the menu! The net 

result of this is that you 

end up feeling a bit 

like a dumpling. 

 

Joking aside, there is 

much more to the 

cuisine and we did 

have a very enjoyable 

group meal in Poznan. 

 

From here we had a 

change of pace 

venturing into the south 

west of the country, 

very close to the Czech 

border. Here we 

stayed on one of the 

most beautiful 

campsites in Poland 

(name withheld for 

commercial reasons!) 

run by Polish Bob.  

In addition to the 

beautiful scenery in the 

foothills of the 

mountains we were 

treated to some 

traditional Polish 

singing and dancing, 

followed by local 

sausages cooked on a 

large fire pit, all 

finished of with Polish 

Bob‟s home-made 

Schnapps. 

 

It was now time for 

Poland‟s main tourist 

attractions all centred 

around Krakow and 

Warsaw. First off, 

there is the infamous 

Auschwitz, which most 

people went to. 

Obviously it is a 

difficult place to visit 

and sits uncomfortably 

with the idea of being 

on holiday. 

Also in this area are 

the Wieliczka Salt 

Mines. We went as a 

group to the mines, 

descending 100s of 

metres into the caves 

all carved out by hand 

over the centuries. It 

really is a unique 

experience which can 

best be described as 

an underground city 

with churches and 

auditoriums amongst 

the underground 

chambers. Our guide 

even encouraged us to 

lick the walls, which as 

you might expect, 

tasted of salt. 

 

After we had all 

recovered from 

botulism (only joking) 

we still had time for a 

visit to Krakow itself. 

The two main highlights 

are its massive central 

square and also, the 

Continued... 

“Every cafe and 

restaurant has “the 

best dumplings in 

Poland” and you 

are not really 

allowed to sample 

anything else on 

the menu”!  

The colourful market square in Poznan. 



mighty Wawel Castle 

overlooking the river. 

 

Next stop was the 

capital, Warsaw. This 

is unlike any of the 

other cities in Poland. 

In fact, it feels much 

more western 

European. Unusually 

for Poland, it does not 

have a main square as 

such, but a wide main 

street that runs from 

the new to the old 

town.  

 

It was time for another 

change of pace after 

a week in the hustle 

and bustle of the cities. 

So we headed north to 

through the lake 

district and onto the 

smaller, walled city of 

Torun. 

 

The place is best know 

for gingerbread with 

every other shop 

selling it. They have 

two main varieties. 

One is the hard stuff 

we are used to and 

they also have a 

version that is more 

like a soft biscuit.  

For those of us who 

were not full of 
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Continued... 

“It was time for 

another change of 

pace after a week 

in the hustle and 

bustle of the 

cities”. 

gingerbread, we 

experienced another 

excellent group meal 

at one of the local 

restaurants. 

 

The final leg of the 

journey was a foray 

along the northern 

coastline. You are on  

the Baltic Sea here 

characterised by flat, 

narrow sandy beaches. 

The seaside towns are 

quite distinctive with 

lots of boardwalks, 

promenades, villas and 

some new 

developments that 

reflect the growing 

affluence of the 

country. 

 

Perhaps the best of the 

towns in this section 

was Sopot, which also 

has the advantage of 

being positioned close 

to Gdansk (below). 

Gdansk itself is a 

fascinating small city, 

completely rebuilt in 

the original style after 

the war. It is also home 

to the famous 

Solidarity movement of 

the 1980s. We don‟t 

really do politics but 

the history of the 

movement is all tied up 

with the move away 

from Communism and 

the fall of the Berlin 

Wall, all of which 

happened in our 

lifetimes. Makes you 

feel old really. 

 

As the weather 

gradually started to 

become more autumnal 

it was time for home 

before the cold nights 

really started to set in. 
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At the NEC we always 

meet lots of people who 

have just purchased their 

first van and are looking 

forward to taking it onto 

the Continent for the first 

time.  

 

This year, in addition to 

our (sell-out) Four-

Country Starter Tour, we 

also have four other 

tours that are ideal for 

your first run abroad 

with the motorhome.  

 

In fact we have had first 

timers on all of our tours, 

including one couple 

who came to Croatia on 

their very first outing. 

They then stayed in 

France for another six 

months coming home on 

the return portion of the 

same ferry ticket! 

 

Our advice if you are 

unsure is always to do a 

short tour first. We 

define a short tour as 

one that lasts between 

14-16 days and where 

the total mileage is 

somewhere around the 

1000 mile mark (or 

less). They typically 

involve one or two 

longer driving days 

(usually no more than 

200 miles per day) and 

then slow down 

significantly when you 

get there. 

 

Our shorter tours also 

tend to go to locations 

where there are no 

particular issues with 

tolls and emission 

charges. This means we 

focus on France, Holland 

and Germany all of 

which are very easy to 

drive around. 

 

We have four tours that 

fit the bill for 2020 and 

at the time of writing, all 

of them have spaces on 

them.  

 

We have two in France: 

Brittany & Normandy 

and Burgundy both of 

which last 14 days and 

only involve a couple of 

longer driving days. 

Either of these are 

perfect for those who 

want to get into the 

heart of France. 

 

We are also re-

running our ever-

popular Rhine & 

Alsace Tour, which 

covers the most 

beautiful stretch of the 

Rhine in Germany 

along with Strasbourg 

just over the border in 

France. 

 

The final one that is 

perfect for „newbies‟ is 

the Holland Tour. This 

one includes the very 

popular southern part 

of the country along 

with the less well-

known northern and 

western coastlines. 

 

Full details of all of 

our 2020 tours are on 

the website now. 

 

Starter Tours for first timers 

“Our advice if you 

are unsure is 

always to do a 

short tour first. We 

define a short tour 

as one that lasts 

between 14-16 

days and where 

the total mileage is 

somewhere around 

the 1000 mile mark 

(or less)”. 
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Inspired by chatting to 

lots of first-timers at the 

NEC, this month‟s 

motorhoming tips are all 

about maneuvering your 

motorhome and getting 

used to driving a large 

vehicle. 

1. Your van is bigger 

than your car. It‟s 

wider, higher, 

longer and 

heavier. It will 

take longer to get 

up to speed, 

longer to slow 

down and you will 

not be able to 

corner as quickly. 

2. Therefore you 

need to slow 

everything down 

and allow yourself  

more thinking time 

until you get used 

to driving your 

unit. 

3. Leave a large 

gap between you 

and the vehicle in 

front. 

4. You need to take 

corners wider. This 

is on roads, but 

also when 

maneuvering 

around campsites 

and car parks. 

5. Be mindful where 

you park it. You 

might be able to 

squeeze into that 

parking space, but 

will you get out 

again if someone 

parks next to you? 

6. You need to be 

more aware of 

weather 

conditions, 

particularly high 

winds. You will 

also get buffeted 

by large vehicles 

when you go past 

them (or they go 

past you). 

7. You need to use 

your wing mirrors 

much more than 

you would in the 

car. 

8. You need a 

reversing camera, 

or get someone to 

be your eyes 

when reversing. 

You will have 

massive blind 

spots behind you 

and to the side of 

you. 

9. Pull over from 

time to time if 

you find that 

traffic is queuing 

up behind you. 

10. Generally, you 

will see the road 

ahead of you 

better than you 

do in the car. 

This is because 

you are higher 

up and have a 

bigger 

windscreen. 

11. I‟ve dinged my 

vans around half 

a dozen times 

and on all of 

these occasions 

(thankfully) it has 

been at slow 

speeds on 

campsites or on 

my own drive. 

The moral of the 

story is to 

concentrate ALL 

THE TIME until 

the handbrake is 

on and the 

engine is off. 

Motorhoming Tips 

“Generally, you will 

see the road ahead 

of you better than 

you do in the car”.  
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Epic Rib-eye Steak 

Ingredients: 

 

600g piece of rib-eye 

steak (ideally 5cm 

thick), fat removed. 

4 sprigs of fresh rose-

mary. 

4 cloves of garlic. 

350g mixed mushrooms. 

1 x 660g jar of white 

beans. 

 

Cooking Method: 

 

Place a large non-stick 

frying pan on a medium

-high heat.   Rub the 

steak all over with a 

pinch of sea salt and 

black pepper, then sear 

on all sides for 10 min-

utes in total, so you 

achieve good colour on 

the outside but keep it 

medium rare in the mid-

dle, or cook to your lik-

ing, turning regularly 

with tongs. 

Meanwhile, strip the 

rosemary leaves off the 

sprigs, peel and finely 

slice the garlic, and tear 

up any larger mush-

rooms.   When the 

steak‟s done, remove to 

a plate and cover with 

tin foil.   Reduce the 

heat under the pan to 

medium and crisp up 

the rosemary for 30 

seconds, then add the 

garlic and mushrooms 

and cook for 8 minutes, 

or until golden, tossing 

regularly.   Pour in the 

beans and their juice, 

add 1 tablespoon of 

red wine vinegar and 

simmer for 5 minutes, 

then season to perfec-

tion.   Sit the steak on 

top and pour over any 

resting juices.   Slice 

and serve at the ta-

ble, finishing with a 

little extra virgin olive 

oil, if you like.  

We are very happy to hear from newsletter readers throughout the year. If 

you have ideas for features, questions, motorhoming tips or questions about 

any of our tours, please feel free to get in touch at any time.  

Coq au Van:  the amusingly titled recipe section 

Keep in touch 

Email: bobandwendyreeves@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Web: www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Phone: 01522 861715 or 07957 745434 

Facebook: crossingsmotorhometours 

Instagram: CrossingsMotorhome 

Calls to our 

landline will 

automatically 

bounce to our 

mobile when we 

are away at no 

cost to yourself. 


