
Welcome to the July edition of 

the newsletter. We have had 

another busy month with two 

tours out during June.  

 

We took our group down to the 

Loire region for two weeks, while 

Dave & Sue were not far away 

up in Brittany & Normandy. You 

can read full tour reports on both 

in this month’s edition. 

 

The 2019 brochure is out this 

month. Details below. 

 

This month’s motorhoming tips are 

all about keeping cool during the 

stinking hot weather you always 

get on ‘Crossings’ Tours and finally, 

Dave has branched into new 

ground with this month’s recipe for  

creamy Cornish mussels. 

 

Bob , Wendy, Dave and Sue. 
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2019 Brochure Release 
The 2019 brochure is nearly 

ready to go. It is with the printers 

as we speak and will be ready 

to send in the middle of July. 

 

We will be handing out the 

brochures at all of the shows 

from now on, starting at the 

Norfolk Show at the end of July. 

Please come and say hi and 

pick on up  if you are coming. 

 

If you have previously requested a 

brochure, it will be in the post within 

the next week. 

 

To view a PDF version, simply log on 

to the website and follow the links 

from each of the tour pages. 

 



Brittany & Normandy Tour Review 

“With bays on two 

sides, the town is 

perhaps one of the 

best seaside 

locations in the 

area”.  
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Our Brittany & Normandy Tour 

is now in its second year and 

has proved very popular, not 

least because you get a true 

taste of France, without having 

to rack up lots of miles. 

In fact, one long(ish) driving day 

was all that was needed to see 

the group arrive at the first 

location just outside Honfleur. 

Honfleur is one of those idyllic 

locations that often adorns the 

front of the tourist brochures. 

The harbour front is very 

distinctive with its row of 

colourful houses and the town 

itself has a pleasant network of 

streets and alley-ways that are 

easily explored by foot. There is 

also an excellent beach. What 

more do you need really? Well, 

the answer is sunshine and the 

group were lucky on these first 

few days with some hot and 

humid days. 

Honfleur is not far from the 

Normandy Beaches and a few of 

the group took the chance to go 

out to pay homage to the events 

there 70 years ago. 

Most took advantage of the local 

restaurant on the final evening at 

Honfleur with an impromptu group 

meal. 

The rain that had been threatening 

finally arrived as the group moved 

to St Malo. Biblical rainfall (albeit 

fairly short-lived) left a lot of 

standing water on the campsite 

although the group all managed to 

show some stiff upper lip and make 

do. 

St Malo itself (in any weather) is a 

stunning location with its massive 

fortifications surrounding the port. 

There are other impressive 

buildings including the towers and 

spires. The rain turned to haze and 

the group members all had a great 

day in the town. 

Next stop was a bit of a run down 

to the southern section of Brittany 

around Concarneau. 

With bays on two sides, the town 

is perhaps one of the best seaside 
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July 2018 ...continued 

“The group enjoyed another 

impromptu meal on the final 

evening with our friendly 

campsite owners managing 

to accommodate 24 diners 

in their busy (and very good) 

restaurant”. 

locations in the area. It also has 

the attraction of the old walled 

city that is accessible by 

footbridge from the main 

promenade. 

This is a deceptive location as it 

looks like a small rampart from 

the outside, only to open up 

into a network of avenues lined 

with restaurants and shops on 

the inside.  

Beach lovers have got great long 

stretches to choose from on 

either side of the town. 

Another bonus of this location 

is the campsite that sits in a 

slight raised location with great 

views over the sea. The group 

enjoyed a meal together 

watching the sun go down. 

The final stop in Brittany was 

the apparently unassuming town 

of Fougeres, which is a fairly 

small Medieval place dominated 

by an impressive 12th century 

castle. A visit to the town 

combined with a couple of 

hours in the castle made of a 

pleasant final day in the region. 

The group began the journey 

home with an overnight stop 

close to Rouen before 

embarking on the ferry home. 

The group enjoyed another 

impromptu meal on the final 

evening with our friendly 

campsite owners managing to 

accommodate 24 diners in their 

busy (and very good) restaurant. 

Time for the weather report. 

Dave & Sue almost always get 

better weather than us and they 

did really well as the 

temperature rose towards the 

end of the trip. We like to think 

that we won this June though 

on the Loire Tour. Read on... 



The Loire Valley Tour Review 

“We were deep into 

the heart of 

chateaux country by 

now and between us 

we managed to visit 

around six of the 

200 that line this 

stretch”. 
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Brilliant weather greeted us as 

the group met at our Kent 

campsite on the night before 

our crossing. 

We had a full complement for 

the tour, with ten out of the 

twelve couples returning from 

previous trips with us. 

We sailed through Dover for a 

lovely smooth crossing and just 

a short hop to our first 

campsite in the Seine-Maritime 

area near Rouen. 

On Day Two we all embarked 

on what turned out to be a 

fairly long day of driving before 

arriving at our first destination 

on our campsite directly on the 

banks of the Loire. 

It would be fair to say that 

chateaux and vineyards are 

going to feature fairly heavily in 

this review with our first one in 

the small, but typically Loirean 

(not a real word) town of Sully-sur

-Loire. 

All of the group opted for the 

pleasant walk down the river and 

into the town for an amble. We 

also experienced the first (of many) 

wine tastings with large amounts of 

red, but probably not enough white 

and no hint of a pink! 

Our next destination was a 

beautiful campsite just outside 

Tours. From here the group 

undertook various excursions 

some of which involved cycling 

large distances down the Loire a 

Velo cycle path. 

We were deep into the heart of 

chateaux country by now and 

between us we managed to visit 

around six of the 200 that line this 

stretch. 

We headed off to Chenonceau, 

which is distinctive for its arches 

that span the River Cher. Others 

went to Chambord (very big) and 
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July 2018 ...continued 

“Our rural campsite for 

three nights was in the 

grounds of a vineyard 

centred around an imposing 

farm house. Here we were 

treated to a very 

entertaining wine tasting”. 

Cheverny (nice interiors) and a 

couple other of the lesser 

known ones. 

Villandry was a popular choice 

with some people cycling to it 

and others visiting using their 

vans en route to the campsite. 

Many of the group also 

ventured into Tours with its 

unspoilt old-town. 

Next stop was another 100 

chateaux on the drive to 

Angers. We didn't get chance to 

do all of them, but the one at 

Saumur proved popular 

combined with a visit to the 

town. 

Our rural campsite for three 

nights was in the grounds of a 

vineyard centred around an 

imposing farm house. Here we 

were treated to a very 

entertaining wine tasting with 

the emphasis on the rose (as in 

pink) varieties. 

We were within walking 

distance of another marvellous 

chateau at Brissac, which in my 

humble opinion as the best one 

we went to. It wasn‟t too 

touristy but very evocative of 

the way that the nobles used to 

live. The nobles still live there as 

it happens and we did catch a 

glimpse of the Marques. 

Some of the group also 

ventured into Angers, which has 

a good old-fashioned chateau. 

This is more what we would call 

a castle, with large fortifications. 

The town itself also has a 

number of attractions including 

an enormous cathedral. 

The tour continued onto 

Nantes and a complete change 

of scene in terms of the 

campsite, surroundings and 

general “busyness” (another 

made up word). 

The tram was usefully located at 

the campsite entrance and 

transported everyone into the 

lively city. Perhaps one of the 

most unusual and interesting 

attractions is the museum of 

machines where artists have 

created a number of large-scales 

working machines including a 20 

metres high elephant that you 

can actually take a ride on. 

Our time on the Loire was now 

at an end with two stop-overs 

at Le Mans and then Rouen on 

the way home. 

Everyone always wants to know 

about the weather and we had 

yet another good one with 

virtually no rain ( a bit during 

one of the nights) and 

temperatures that were 

consistently in the mid to high 

20s. Not bad as the area had 

been flooded just a week before 

we arrived! 



Coq au Van: the amusingly-titled recipe feature with ideas 

for meals that you can cook within the confines of a motorhome! 
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Cornish Creamy Mussels 

 

Ingredients: 

 

600g mussels, scrubbed, de bearded. 

4 cloves of garlic. 

1 bunch of fresh chives (30g) 

250ml Cornish cider. 

50g clotted cream. 

 

Cooking Method: 

 

Check the mussels - if any are open, give them a 

tap and they should close, if they don‟t, discard 

them.  Peel and finely slice the garlic. Finely chop 

the chives. 

 

Put a large pan on a high heat.  Pour in 1 Tbsp 

of olive oil, then add the garlic and most of the 

chives, followed 1 minute later by the 

cider.  Bring to a fast boil, then add the mussels 

and clotted cream, cover and leave for 3 - 4 

minutes, shaking  the pan occasionally.  When 

all the mussels have opened and are soft and 

juicy, they‟re ready.  If any remain closed, 

discard them. 

 

Taste the sauce, season to perfection with sea 

salt and black pepper, then dish up and sprinkle 

over the remaking chives before tucking in.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tour mainly as we don‟t take so many 

photos! 

 Your call will be re-routed to our mobile (at 

our expense) if you phone our land-line while 

we are away. 

 We are available seven days a week. 

01522 861715 

07957 745434 

Please feel free to contact us at any time 

about any aspect of our tours. Whether you 

have already booked, or are just thinking 

about it, please remember that there is no 

such thing as stupid question. 

During the non-touring months: 

 The newsletter comes out every month 

featuring previews of the 2018 tours. 

 We don‟t tend to update Facebook and 

Instagram as often we when we are on 

Motorhoming and Travel Tips & Advice 

doors being closed in order to 

achieve the desired 

temperature. 

4. The cheapest option is a good 

old-fashioned fan, which many 

of our guests use. These will 

(at least) circulate the air in the 

van and provide a bit of relief 

on a very hot day. 

5. The no-cost option is all about 

picking the right place to park 

and positioning the van to take 

advantage of the shade. You 

can get apps that will help you 

identify the direction that the 

sun is moving. 

6. The best option is to slap some 

lotion on and get out in it. You 

only get the sun for a about 

three weeks per year after all. 

Having had a few very hot days on 

tour this month, our motorhoming 

tips are all about trying to keep 

cool on those rare days that we 

have waited for all year, and then 

complain about because it‟s too 

hot. 

1. The expensive (but most 

effective) option is to fit an 

air-con unit to your van. 

These sit on the roof so will 

require cutting into the 

ceiling. They then run on low 

amperage so are suitable for 

continental sites. 

2. The second most expensive 

(but less effective) method is 

to buy one of the portable 

units that are small, 

lightweight and do not 

require any major alterations 

to the van. The jury is out on 

these though with some 

guests finding them more 

effective than others. 

3. Remember that „climate 

control‟ systems tend to rely 

on all of your windows and 

“Remember that 

„climate control‟ 

systems tend to 

rely on all of your 

windows and 

doors being closed 

in order to achieve 

the desired 

temperature”. 

Keep in touch 
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