
we have done this 

show and we will 

definitely be back. 

We have another 

great recipe from 

Dave this month with 

his Italian Seared 

Beef. 

Finally, this month‟s 

motorhoming tips are 

all about coping with 

the Continental oddity 

that is „reverse 

polarity‟. 

Bob & Wendy, Dave & 

Sue, Colin & Sue, 

Gary & Eleanor. 

Welcome to the June 

edition of the 

newsletter, which is 

coming to you from 

the banks of the sunny 

Rhine. Our motorhome 

does make a great 

office as the view out 

of the window keeps 

changing. 

We are currently 

enjoying our 

Budapest, Prague and 

Vienna Tour which has 

about a week left to 

run. There will be a 

full report on it next 

month. 

Our Three-Country 

Starter Tour returned 

earlier in the month 

and you can read 

Sue‟s full tour report 

starting in Page 2. 

June will be a busy 

month with our 

Provence Tour, 

Pyrenees Tour, Alps 

Tour and Dordogne 

Tour all heading off. 

The July edition is 

going to be packed 

with tour reports. 

Thanks to Dave and 

Sue for „manning‟ the 

stand at the Newbury 

Motorhome Show this 

month. It‟s the first time 
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In this month‟s edition: 

 Three-Country 

Starter Tour Full 

Review. 

 Budapest, Prague 

and Vienna Tour 

photos. 
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Plus our regular 

features: 

 Another great 

recipe from Dave. 

 This month‟s 

motorhome tips. 

 Keep in touch. 

The Chain Bridge, Budapest 



The tour started on a 

beautiful calm day in 

Dover, with some 

pleasant spring 

sunshine to set us on 

our way. 

Once across the 

channel our first stop 

was Bruges.  For some 

of the group it was 

their first experience 

of driving on the 

“wrong side” of the 

road.  Despite some 

early anxiety 

everyone reached the 

first site without 

difficulty and were 

pleased to have the 

first stage under their 

belts! The following 

day was spent 

exploring Bruges 

where guests spent 

time enjoying boat 

trips on the canals, 

lace museums, 
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Three-Country Starter Tour Review 

“Our visit 

coincided with the 

annual King‟s Day 

so there was 

plenty to see and 

do as the locals 

celebrated”. 

chocolate museums – 

and samples, as well 

as walking tours and 

waffles. 

Next stop on the tour 

took us into Holland 

and a site close to 

Dordrecht.  Our visit 

coincided with the 

annual King‟s Day so 

there was plenty to 

see and do as the 

locals celebrated, with 

everything adorned in 

orange – flags, 

balloons, bunting etc. 

A short drive north on 

day 6 took us to our 

well-located campsite 

in central Holland.  

Several people 

stopped on route at 

the Kinderdijk 

windmills, a UNESCO 

world heritage site of 

19 windmills, whilst 

others visited 

Loevestein Castle or 

the city of Delft, 

famous for its pottery.  

Sadly this was the last 

pleasantly warm day 

of the tour.  As we 

moved into week 2 

the colder winds came 
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down from the north 

and many of us were 

back into extra layers. 

During the next 4 

days the group took 

advantage of the 

excellent and 

inexpensive public 

transport and visited 

a variety of different 

places including 

Amsterdam, Utrecht, 

Gouda Cheese 

Market and one of the 

highlights of the trip 

for many of us – the 

Kuekenhof Gardens.  

We also enjoyed an 

excellent group meal 

at Wendy‟s favourite 

restaurant. 

Our next stop was 

back into Belgium for 

a couple of nights on 

the outskirts of 

Brussels.  Our day 

spent in Brussels 

included visits to the 

Cathedral, the 

Atomium, chocolate 

shops and the 

amazing Grote Markt 

(Grand Place).  This 

really was a “wow” 

moment as we walked 

into it for the first time 

to see the opulent gilt 

clad buildings.  The 

day in Brussels was 

peppered with spells 

of rain, hail, sunshine, 

thunder and lightning 

– all the seasons in 

one day! 

The final few days of 

the trip took us back 

into France for 2 

nights near the city of 

Reims.  We visited the 

beautiful Notre-Dame 

Cathedral of Reims, 

after which most of 

the group took the 

opportunity to visit a 

champagne cellar and 

taste 3 different 

champagnes – very 

popular. 

Thankfully the 

weather turned a little 

warmer on the last 

couple of days. As we 

headed back to 

Calais for the ferry 

home it returned to 

feeling a little more 

like spring and we 

enjoyed a calm 

crossing back to 

Dover. 

Sue and Colin. 

Continued... 

“This really was a 

“wow” moment as 

we walked into it 

for the first time to 

see the opulent gilt 

clad buildings”. 



We are currently in 

the final week of our 

“BPV” Tour and we 

have been enjoying a 

range of experiences  

in each of the three 

cities, plus lots in-

between. 

We will have a full 

tour report in next 

month‟s newsletter but 

in the meantime here 

are a few of our 

favourite photos so 

far. 
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Budapest, Prague & Vienna photos 

A few photos from 

our BPV Tour. Full 

tour report in next 

month‟s newsletter. 

The stunning castle at 

Cesky Krumlov 

Stunning Prague 

The vines around Lake Balaton. 

The local trams in Budapest. 

The Budapest Eye 
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This month we tackle the  

topic of reverse 

polarity. This is an 

unusual occurrence that 

you get on the electricity 

supply when the live and 

neutral connections are 

reversed. 

You may find this on all 

hook-up points on a 

campsite, or just on some 

of the outlets. 

The net result of this is 

that you can have a 

socket in your 

motorhome where the 

switch is in the off 

position yet it remains 

live. 

Many motorhomers do 

not worry about it as in 

theory it is only a 

problem if you start 

sticking things in the 

sockets.  

However, if you are 

worried about it, here is 

what you need to do. 

1. Go online and buy 

yourself and 

socket tester. This 

is a plug-in device 

that tells you 

whether you have 

reverse polarity. It 

will also test for 

other things, like 

not having an 

earth. These cost 

less than a tenner. 

2. Purchase a 

reverse polarity 

adapter. Make 

sure it is clearly 

labeled so you 

don‟t confuse it 

with other 

adapters. This is a 

small section of 

cable that fits 

between your 

hook-up cable 

and the power 

supply on the 

campsite. You 

might want to get 

a 3-pin and also 

an old-fashioned 

2-pin to cover 

every eventuality. 

Where you 

encounter reverse 

polarity, use your 

adapter. These 

cost less than a 

tenner each. 

3. Where you are 

using an old-

style two pin, it is 

sometimes 

possible to 

simply turn the 

plug upside 

down when you 

plug it in. This 

will have the 

effect of 

reversing the live 

and neutral back 

again. 

4. Under no 

circumstances 

should you start 

re-wiring the live 

and neutral 

connections on 

your hook-up 

cable. Unless you 

are a qualified 

electrician you 

could make the 

whole situation 

dangerous. 

Motorhoming Tips 

“Unless you are a 

qualified electrician 

you could make the 

whole situation 

dangerous”.  
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Italian Seared Beef 

Ingredients: 

1 tablespoon pine nuts. 

250g rump steak. 

2 heaped teaspoons 

green pesto. 

40g rocket 

15g Parmesan Cheese. 

 

Cooking Method: 

Put a large non-stick 

frying pan on a high 

heat, toasting the pine 

nuts as it heats up, 

tossing them regularly 

and removing when 

golden.   Cut the fat off 

the rump, finely chop the 

fat and place in the pan 

to render and crisp up 

while you cut the sinew 

off the rump, then 

season it with sea salt 

and black pepper.   

Place between two 

sheets of greaseproof 

paper and bash to 1 cm 

thick with a rolling pin, 

also tenderising the 

meat.   Scoop out and 

reserve the crispy bits of 

fat, then sear the steak 

in the hot pan for 1 

minute on each side, 

until golden but still 

blushing in the middle. 

Remove to a board. 

 

Spread the pesto over a 

sharing platter.   Thinly 

slice the steak at an 

angle, then plate up.   

Pile the rocket on top, 

then scatter over the 

pine nuts and reserved 

crispy fat, if you wish.   

Mix the steak resting 

juices with 1 

tablespoon of extra 

virgin olive oil and 

drizzle over.   Shave 

over the Parmesan, 

tossing before serving. 

Enjoy. 

We are very happy to hear from newsletter readers throughout the year. If 

you have ideas for features, questions, motorhoming tips or questions about 

any of our tours, please feel free to get in touch at any time.  

Coq au Van:  the amusingly titled recipe section 

Keep in touch 

Email: bobandwendyreeves@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Web: www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Phone: 01522 861715 or 07957 745434 

Facebook: crossingsmotorhometours 

Instagram: CrossingsMotorhome 

Calls to our 

landline will 

automatically 

bounce to our 

mobile when we 

are away at no 

cost to yourself. 


