
I‟ve got bored with 

Brexit so this month‟s 

tips will be about 

something different. 

Given that we are 

embarking on our 

Starter Tour soon, this 

month‟s motorhoming 

tips are for our first-

timers and all about 

confident maneuvering. 

Dave has extended his 

extensive culinary 

range this month with a 

Sweet & Sour Chicken 

Noodles dish. 

Bob & Wendy, Dave & 

Sue, Colin & Sue, 

Gary & Eleanor. 

Welcome to the March 

edition, with a 

particularly hearty 

hello to all of you who 

we strong-armed into 

signing up at the NEC 

at the end of 

February. 

Thanks very much for 

taking the time to come 

and talk to us and for 

showing an interest in 

Crossings. 

Regular readers will 

know how much we 

love the NEC and you 

can read a brief 

review on Page 4 

including details of our 

forthcoming Oscar-

standard corporate 

video that we filmed 

during the show. 

Most of the talk at the 

show was about 

people‟s plans for 

2020 and with that in 

mind we have now 

finalized the tour 

schedule including the 

dates and prices. See 

Pages 2 & 3 for full 

details. 

Due to very high 

numbers of expressions 

of interest, we have 

decided to open the 

bookings earlier this 

year. (It gets earlier 

every year). See Page 

3 for full details. 

From the editor 

March 2019 

In this month‟s edition: 

 2020 Tour 

Schedule: Dates and 

prices finalized. 

 2020 Tour 

Schedule: Booking 

Procedure 

 NEC Motorhome 

Show February 

review PLUS 

Crossings „corporate 

video‟. 
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Plus our regular 

features: 

 Another great 

recipe from Dave. 

 This month‟s 

motorhome tips. 

 Keep in touch. 



We have now 

finalized all of the 

details for the 2020 

schedule. We have 

already distributed the 

tour outlines but we 

can now publish the 

dates and prices. 

We have sent the Tour 

Outlines PDF out again 

with the email link, but 

if you are having 

trouble accessing it, 

please let us know and 

we will send it to you 

by email. 

Remember that it is 

only newsletter 

readers who have 

access to the 2020 

schedule at this stage. 

Details will not go onto 

the website for several 

weeks yet. 

You can‟t say we don‟t 

look after our 

newsletter readers! 
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Rundales Palace in 

Latvia 

The 2020 Tour Schedule Date and Prices 

Four Country Starter Tour: 17/04/2020 to 30/04/2020 (14 days) 

Leaders: Bob & Wendy | Early Bird Price £1750  

Springtime in Holland : 21/04/2020 to 06/05/2020 (16 days) 

Leaders: Colin & Sue | Early Bird Price £1850 

The Rhine & Alsace: 07/05/2020 to 23/05/2020 (16 days) 

Leaders: Dave & Sue | Early Bird Price £1850 

Lake Garda & Venice: 12/05/2020 to 29/05/2020 (18 days) 

Leaders : Bob & Wendy | Early Bird Price £1950 

The Baltic States: 14/05/2020 to 8/06/2020 (25 days) 

Leaders : Gary & Eleanor | Early Bird Price £2700 

Note there is an additional charge of around £650 for the Kiel—

Klaipeda ferry. 

Swiss & Austrian Alps: 07/06/2020 to 24/06/2020 (18 days) 

Leaders : Dave & Sue | Early Bird Price £1950 

Brittany & Normandy: 10/06/2020 to 23/06/2020 (14 days) 

Leaders : Colin & Sue | Early Bird Price £1750 

Burgundy: 14/06/2020 to 27/06/2020 (14 days) 

Leaders : Bob & Wendy | Early Bird Price £1750 

Summer in Scandinavia: 07/08/2020 to 31/08/2020 (25 days) 

Leaders : Bob & Wendy | Early Bird Price £2700 

 

 

 

We have sent the 

Tour Outlines PDF out 

again with the email 

link, but if you are 

having trouble access-

ing it, please let us 

know and we will 

send it to you by 

email. 

Avallon in Burgundy 
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The Algarve, Portugal 

Spain & Portugal: 04/09/2020 to 28/09/2020 (25 days) 

Leaders : Colin & Sue | Early Bird Price £3600 

Please note that this includes the longer crossings: Portsmouth—Caen on 

the way out and Santander—Portsmouth mini-cruise on the way back. 

Overnight cabins are included on the return leg. 

Croatia & Slovenia: 05/09/2020 to 29/09/2020 (25 days) 

Leaders : Gary & Eleanor | Early Bird Price £2700 

Tuscany: 06/09/2020 to 30/09/2020 (25 days) 

Leaders : Bob & Wendy | Early Bird Price £2700 

...continued 

When and how to book 

We will be opening 

the bookings on: 

Monday 18th March 

at 9am 

This is a bit earlier 

than last year as we 

have received a large 

number of expressions 

of interest and we 

want to open the 

bookings before these 

exceed the number of 

spaces available. 

Please remember that 

we strictly limit the 

number of places on 

each tour to 12 units 

plus your tour leaders. 

Many thanks to all of 

you who have 

expressed an interest 

already. We will be 

emailing you over the 

weekend of 16/17th 

March to offer you 

first dabs. 

Whether you have 

expressed an interest 

or not, if you would 

like to book on a tour, 

please complete the 

online booking form on 

our website by clicking 

on ‟Book‟ at the top of 

the page. You can fill 

in the form at any time 

from 18th March 

onwards. 

As soon as we receive 

your form we will be in 

touch to arrange 

payment of the 

deposit, which then 

secures your place on 

the tour.  

Fuller details of all the 

tours including the day

-by-day plans, 

mileage charts etc will 

be available shortly. If 

you need any further 

information about any 

tour in the short term 

please let us know. 

Some of the 2020 

tours are the same as 

tours we have run 

before so we already 

have full details of 

those. On newer tours, 

we are still working on 

the details. It is only 

March 2019 after all! 

Many thanks to all of 

you who have ex-

pressed an interest 

already. We will be 

emailing you over the 

weekend of 16/17th 

March to offer you 

first dabs. 

Florence, Tuscany 



Newsletter March 2019 Page 4 

The Caravan, Camping 

and Motorhome Show 

took place at the NEC 

towards the end of last 

month and it was the 

biggest for some time. 

Visitor numbers were 

up on last year, which 

bodes well for the 

industry. 

From our point of view 

it was a fantastic show 

as we got to meet 

loads of existing 

customers, new 

customers and folks 

who are just hearing 

about us for the first 

time.  

Thanks to everyone 

who came to see us at 

the show who helped 

make the days fly by. 

The „inside gossip‟ from 

the dealers was that 

motorhome sales were 

at least as strong as 

last year with some 

makes and models 

unavailable. 

We noticed that some 

brands (like Burstner) 

were not represented 

at all, which makes us 

assume that they have 

nothing left to sell this 

year. 

Similarly, some of the 

Chausson models (our 

preferred brand) were 

simply impossible to 

get hold of, especially 

if they are on a Fiat. 

An added bonus for 

this year was that we 

are having a small 

corporate video made 

for our website. We 

shot some of the 

sections of this during 

the show. 

The idea is that we 

have several of our 

lovely customers 

talking to camera 

about their 

experiences, 

interspersed with 

sweeping shots of 

fantastic places like 

Lake Bled, the Alps, or 

the Oresund Bridge. 

We would really like 

to thanks all of our 

lovely couples who 

came from the four 

corners of the UK to 

take part. We didn‟t 

even have to bribe 

you with anything and 

are deeply grateful 

for your participation. 

Having said that we 

haven't seen any of the 

footage yet, so we 

don‟t actually know 

what you said! 

The film crew insisted 

on Wendy and I doing 

a small piece to 

camera. His comments 

at the end were: “We 

may be able to use 

some of the audio”. I 

always knew I had a 

great face for radio. 

The video should be on 

our website shortly but 

in time-honoured 

tradition, you as 

newsletter readers will 

get to see it first. 

Olivia Coleman watch 

out. 

“The video should be 

on our website shortly 

but in time-honoured 

tradition, you as 

newsletter readers will 

get to see it first. 

Olivia Coleman watch 

out. 

” 

NEC Motorhome Show February Review 



Perhaps you‟ve just 

bought your first 

motorhome. You are 

used to driving the 

family-sized car and 

now you are faced 

with something that 

might be 7m long, 3m 

high and over 2m 

wide. Add into that, 

the fact that you are 

about to drive it on the 

wrong side of the road 

on the Continent. 

Here‟s our top tips: 

1. Take your time. 

You need longer 

for all of your 

maneuvers. This 

is partly as the 

vehicle is bigger, 

but also the fact 

that you are on 

the wrong side 

of the road. 

2. Mirrors. Use 

them a lot. You 

can expect to 

use more than 

you do in the 

car, especially 

as you won‟t 

have a rear view 

mirror. 

3. Be aware of 

speed limits. In 

the UK, the limits 

are lower once 

the unladed 

weight of your 

van goes over 

3050Kg. In 

France there are 

reduced rate for 

vehicles with a 

gross weight 

over 3.5t on 

some roads. 

Make sure you 

know the limits. 

4. You will 

probably be 

driving a bit 

slower than 

everyone else. 

On single 

carriage roads. 

Consider pulling 

over from time to 

time to let faster 

traffic pass you. 

5. You will find 

driving on the 

wrong side of 

the road easier 

than you might 

imagine. You are 

in a raised 

position and it is 

easier to judge 

your road 

position as the 

kerb is 

immediately on 

your right. 

6. When you get 

onto campsites, 

drive really 

slowly and 

maneuver into 

your pitch even 

slower. Get 

someone to help 

you park if 

possible. 

7. Consider getting 

a sticker or label 

that shows the 

height, length 

and width of 

your motorhome 

in metres and in 

feet an inches. 

Put this 

somewhere 

where you can 

see it while your 

driving. 
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Motorhoming Tips 
You will find driving 

on the wrong side of 

the road easier than 

you might imagine.  
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Sweet & Sour 

Chicken Noodles 

Ingredients: 

2 x200g chicken thighs, 
skin on, bone in. 
150g fine rice noodles. 
200g sugar snap peas. 
2 tablespoons 
Worcestershire sauce. 
2 tablespoons chilli jam. 

 

Method: 

Pull the skin off the 
chicken.   Place the skin in 
a large non-stick frying 
pan on a medium heat to 
render and get golden, 
turning occasionally.   Cut 
the bones out of the thighs 
and chuck into the pan for 
extra flavour, then chop 
the meat into 2cm chunks.   
Move the skin and bones 
to one side of the pan then 
add the meat alongside 
and cook for 5 minutes, or 
until golden stirring 
occasionally.   Once crispy, 
remove, and reserve the 
skin, discarding the bones. 
 
Meanwhile, cook the 
noodles in boiling water 

according to the packet 
instructions.   Halve the 
sugar snaps lengthways.   
Once soft, drain the 
noodles, reserving a mug 
full of cooking water, then 
refresh under cold water.    
Use scissors to snip the 
noodles into roughly 8cm 
lengths. 
 

Stir the Worcestershire 

sauce and chilly jam into 

the chicken pan and let the 

jam melt, then add the 

sugar snaps and noodles.   

Toss over the heat for 2 

minutes, adding a splash 

of reserved noodle 

water to loosen, if 

needed.    Taste and 

season to perfection with 

sea salt and black 

pepper, then dish up and 

sprinkle the reserved 

crispy chicken skin.   

Enjoy. 

 

We are very happy to hear from newsletter readers throughout the year. If 

you have ideas for features, questions, motorhoming tips or questions about 

any of our tours, please feel free to get in touch at any time.  

Coq au Van:  the amusingly titled recipe section 

Keep in touch 

Email: bobandwendyreeves@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Web: www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Phone: 01522 861715 or 07957 745434 

Facebook: crossingsmotorhometours 

Instagram: CrossingsMotorhome 

Calls to our landline 

will automatically 

bounce to our mobile 

when we are away at 

no cost to yourself. 


