
great recipe from 

Dave with a simple, 

hearty one-pot pie. 

Finally, this month‟s 

motorhoming tips are 

all about the new tax 

on motorhomes (and 

how to avoid it). 

Bob & Wendy, Dave & 

Sue, Colin & Sue, 

Gary & Eleanor, Ian & 

Linda. 

Hello and welcome to 

the first edition of the 

newsletter for the 

2020s. Happy New 

Year and Happy New 

Decade. 

This year is our biggest 

ever with 12 tours on 

offer and an enlarged 

team of five couples 

all raring to go! 

First off, we have a 

last call for bookings 

onto our Spain & 

Portugal and Baltic 

Tours this year. Find 

out more on Page 2. 

We start our regular 

series of features that 

focus on our new tours. 

This month the spotlight 

will be on our brand 

new tour to Holland 

(we should say the 

Netherlands really). 

See Page 3. 

Also, believe it or not, 

we are now planning 

for 2021! It‟s that time 

of year again when 

we come to you for 

suggestions. All of our 

best tours were 

suggested by 

customers! See Page 4 

for more details. 

We have another 
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We have just one 

week left to take 

bookings on our brand 

new Spain & Portugal 

Tour and our Baltic 

States Tour. 

 

Why? I hear you 

asking. Well the 

reason is that both of 

these tours involve long 

ferry crossings and we 

have to book them 

very early in order to 

ensure that we get all 

the places we want. 

Both ferries only go 

once a day (unlike 

P&O who go once an 

hour) so the boats do 

get full as soon as the 

spaces are released. 

 

Therefore, Friday 10th 

January (the end of 

this week) will be the 

last guaranteed 

spaces for both tours. 

After that we cannot 

guarantee availability. 

 

More details of both 

tours are available on 

our website and 

please feel free to 

contact us if you would 

just like to have an 

informal chat about 

them. Here‟s a quick 
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Last call for Spain & Portugal and The Baltics 

“Friday 10th 

January (the end 

of this week) will 

be the last 

guaranteed spaces 

for both tours”. 

summary: 

Spain & Portugal: this 

is an epic round trip 

starting with the 

Portsmouth-Caen 

crossing and then 

down the west coast of 

France before entering 

Spain via the 

Pyrenees. 

 

After that the tour 

picks a path through 

central Spain including 

a couple of days in the 

capital, Madrid. 

 

From there it is due 

south to Cadiz before 

following the entire 

coastline of Portugal 

back up to Northern 

Spain. 

 

Highlights include: San 

Sebastian, Seville, 

Pamplona, Zaragoza, 

Santander, the Picos 

de Europa mountains, 

Santiago de 

Compostela, The 

Algrave, Lisbon and 

Porto! 

 

The Baltic States: our 

adventurous 25-day 

trip takes in all three 

capitals: Tallinn, Riga 

and Vilnius and even a 

mini-cruise across the 

Baltic Sea. 

 

On the way you will 

see historic buildings 

from the 17th-18th 

centuries along with 

evidence of the more 

recent Soviet past. 

 

Highlights include: 

Tartu, Parnu, Lake 

Peipsi, The Gouja 

Valley, Rundale 

Palace (where they 

filmed BBC‟s War and 

Peace), Klaipeda, The 

Curonian Spit, The Hill 

of Crosses, Trakai. 

The Algarve, Portugal. 
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We have a brand new 

tour in 2020, which 

was designed 

primarily with first-

timers in mind, but will 

also appeal to those 

who would like to get 

to know Holland 

better. 

 

The idea behind the 

tour was that all of the 

well-known parts of 

the country are in the 

south. All of these bits 

are well worth visiting, 

but what about the 

north? Only the locals 

seem to venture any 

further north than 

Amsterdam. 

 

With this in mind we 

sent out our intrepid 

couple (Colin & Sue) to 

drive up to where the 

land literally 

disappears into the 

sea. 

 

They came back with a 

wonderful tour that 

encompasses all the 

good bits in the south 

including: Rotterdam, 

Dordrecht, Delft, The 

Hague, Utrecht, The 

Kinderdijk Windmills 

and the Keukenhof 

Gardens. 

 

Added to that you 

have the capital and 

then a few of the 

lesser known areas in 

the north west including 

Alkmaar, Edam and 

Hoorn (the first two of 

which are best known 

for their cheese 

markets). 

 

You can also drive 

across the massive 

32km Afsluitdijk 

(raised road) where 

your satnav will just go 

blue! 

 

Up in the north there is 

the university town of 

Groningen, a largely 

unspoilt mix of old and 

new, and the sparsely 

populated areas of 

the north coast where 

you can see the daily 

battle to keep the 

country above water. 

To the east is the 

famous Arnhem, best 

known as the location 

of the heroic Bridge 

Too Far and also home 

to the delightful Hoge 

Veluwe National Park. 

 

One of the great 

things about this tour is 

that you can do all of 

this by only covering 

just over 700 miles 

round trip from Calais. 

 

At the time of writing 

we still have space 

available on the 

Holland Tour, so 

please get in touch if 

you would like to 

book, or if you have 

any further questions. 

 

Full details and 

booking information is 

on the website. 

 

Spotlight on...Holland 

“One of the great 

things about this 

tour is that you can 

do all of this by 

only covering just 

over 700 miles”.  

Traditional houses on the canal at Dordrecht. 



OK—it‟s a bit early to 

start thinking about 

2021, but in the world 

on motorhome touring, 

we have to start very, 

very early. 

We like to do a mix-

ture of long tours and 

short tours, old tours 

and new tours. 

And it is mainly the 

new, long ones that we 

are starting to think 

about now. 

We would be very 

happy to hear any 

suggestions you might 

have for any tour that 

you would like to see 

on the programme. 

Also, we would grate-

ful if you could let us 

know whether any of 

the following „float 

your boat‟: 

Bulgaria & Romania. 

This would be slightly 

longer than our normal 

tours (it‟s long way) 

with a round trip down 

through France, Ger-

many and Hungary 

before picking a path 

around the two main 

countries. 

In Romania, the tour 

would encompass the 
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2021 already 

“We would be 

very happy to 

hear any 

suggestions you 

might have for any 

tour that you would 

like to see on the 

programme”. 

famous Transylvania 

region, the Carpathian 

Mountains and the 

capital, Bucharest. 

In Bulgaria we would 

visit Sofia and Black 

Sea along with some 

time spent following 

the mighty Danube. 

The Balkans. We are 

considering a longer 

tour down to Croatia 

but then moving inland 

to take in Serbia, Bos-

nia and Herzegovinian. 

We would visit the 

three capitals of Za-

greb, Belgrade and 

Sarajevo. 

Central Italy: Italy is 

so big and we already 

do a lot in the north, 

but there is so much 

more. One thought is 

Rome to Naples, then 

cutting across the Adri-

atic and back up via 

San Marino. 

Finland. Not your ob-

vious choice perhaps 

but maybe that‟s the 

best reason to go 

there. This one would 

involve a Baltic mini-

cruise from Northern 

Germany to Helskinki 

and then grand round 

trip up as far as the 

Arctic Circle. We could 

even pop in and see 

Santa. 

Please email us with 

any suggestions or 

comments and help us 

to shape the schedule 

for 2021. 

The Palace of Parliament, Bucharest. 
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The motorhome industry 

is buzzing with chat 

about the latest in-

creases in road tax, 

technically known as ve-

hicle excise duty (VED) 

that affects all brand 

new motorhomes under 

3.5t purchased after the 

1st September 2019. 

To get all the official 

bumph then look here: 

https://

researchbrief-

ings.parliament.uk/

ResearchBriefing/Summary/

CBP-8639  

To find out about all the 

fuss it has caused, look 

here: http://

www.fairmotorhometax.org/  

There is no point in try-

ing to explain it all here 

but here is what occurs 

to us: 

1. If you buy a van 

over 3.5t you are 

not impacted by 

the increases. This 

means that you 

would probably 

be better off (tax 

wise) buying over 

3.5t or even up-

rating your van 

(before you regis-

ter it) to be over 

3.5t. 

2. If you go over 3.5t 

be aware that you 

could be hit 

harded when driv-

ing abroad as you 

may have to get 

little boxes (e.g. 

GoBox) that are 

used to collect lo-

cal tolls. 

3. If you buy second 

hand you are not 

affected. So you 

may choose to buy 

nearly new. There 

are other advan-

tages to this too. 

4. If you are trying 

to trade a nearly-

new van for a 

brand new one it 

doesn‟t seem that 

you will get a 

very good deal. 

Dealers seem to 

have excess stocks 

of brand new vans 

and don‟t really 

want to trade 

them for nearly 

new. 

5. The reverse of 

that is if you are 

buying a brand 

new van for 

cash, then you 

should be able 

to get a really 

good deal on the 

van itself. 

6. It might also 

mean that the 

value of nearly 

new vans goes 

up, especially if 

you are selling 

privately. 

As always with tax 

changes, people start 

adapting their behav-

iour accordingly. That‟s 

the idea of it after all. 

It will be interesting to 

see how things pan out 

and if you have any 

experiences to share, 

then feel free to get in 

touch via email. 

 

 

Vehicle Excise Duty  

“Dealers seem to 

have excess stocks 

of brand new vans 

and don‟t really 

want to trade them 

for nearly new”. 

https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8639
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8639
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8639
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8639
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8639
http://www.fairmotorhometax.org/
http://www.fairmotorhometax.org/
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Bacon, onion and 

potato pie 

 

Ingredients: 

 

2 Onions thinly sliced. 

1 Kilo of Medium 

Potatoes thinly sliced. 

16 Bacon medallions. 

(More if you wish) 

200 mil of Chicken or 

Vegitable stock. 

40g of grated Cheddar 

cheese. 

Cooking Method: 

 

Preheat the oven to 

200C/Gas 6.   Spread 

a layer of sliced onion 

on the bottom of a oven 

proof dish.   Arrange a 

layer of sliced potatoes 

and bacon on top of the 

onions, alternating a 

couple of slices of 

potato with a piece of 

bacon. 

Next, add another layer 

of onions.  Repeat until 

you have used all the 

bacon and potatoes.   

You should have at 

least 3 layers. 

 

Pour the stock over the 

top, then season with 

salt and pepper.   

Cover with foil and 

seal tightly around the 

dish. 

 

Cook in the oven for 1 

hour, then remove the 

foil and check that the 

potatoes are cooked.   

If not, recover and 

return it to the oven 

for a bit longer.   

When it is cooked, 

sprinkle the cheese 

over the top, then 

return it to the oven 

for another 10-15 

minutes, or until the 

cheese has melted and 

is golden brown. 

We are very happy to hear from newsletter readers throughout the year. If 

you have ideas for features, questions, motorhoming tips or questions about 

any of our tours, please feel free to get in touch at any time.  

Coq au Van:  the amusingly titled recipe section 

Keep in touch 

Email: bobandwendyreeves@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Web: www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Phone: 01522 861715 or 07957 745434 

Facebook: crossingsmotorhometours 

Instagram: CrossingsMotorhome 

Calls to our 

landline will 

automatically 

bounce to our 

mobile when we 

are away at no 

cost to yourself. 


