
Finally Dave returns to 

a familiar theme for 

this month‘s recipe with 

an easy fish curry and 

this month‘s 

motorhoming tips are 

all about dealing with 

your grey water 

(which gets a bit 

whiffy when it‘s this 

hot). 

Bob & Wendy, Dave & 

Sue, Colin & Sue, 

Gary & Eleanor. 

Welcome to the July 

edition of the 

newsletter, which has 

been written in the 

sweltering heat of The 

Ardeche. 

We have been caught 

up in the ‗Europe 

Heatwave‘, which has 

seen temperatures of 

over 40 degrees. A 

bit of a challenge at 

times. 

We have had four 

tours out since the last 

newsletter so we will 

be splitting the tour 

reports over the next 

two newsletters. This 

month we have the 

Budapest, Prague & 

Vienna report and the 

Dordogne report. 

Next month we have 

the Pyrenees Tour and 

the Provence Tour to 

report on. 

Quick newsflash: The 

2020 brochure is 

now out and the 

website has been 

updated with all the 

details for 2020. 

 

From the editor 

July 2019 

In this month‘s edition: 

 Budapest, Prague 

and Vienna Tour 

full review. 

 Dordogne Tour 

full review. 
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Plus our regular 

features: 

 Another great 

recipe from Dave. 

 This month‘s 

motorhome tips. 

 Keep in touch. 

Lavender fields of Provence 



This was the second 

outing for our ‗city 

tour‘ down in the 

centre of Europe. For 

those of you who have 

been following us for a 

while, you may 

remember this tour as 

the ―Central Europe 

Explorer‖, possibly the 

worst name you could 

ever think of for a 

tour! 

The majority of this 

tour is spent in 

Hungary and the 

Czech Republic 

although we also dip 

into France, Germany, 

Austria, Luxembourg 

and a bit of Slovakia 

too, making it one of 

our more adventurous 

tours. 

After a couple of 

pleasant days driving 

through France and a 

slightly less pleasant 

one in Germany the 

tour really begins 

when we get into The 

Czech Republic for the 

first time. 

We stayed close to the 

visually impressive 

town of Cesky 
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Budapest., Prague and Vienna Tour Review 

―You may 

remember this tour 

as the ―Central 

Europe Explorer‖, 

possibly the worst 

name you could 

ever think of for a 

tour!‖ 

Krumlov. In fact we 

decided as a group to 

hire a bus and have a 

school trip to the town 

and nearby Cesky 

Budejovice. 

Krumlov is by far the 

prettiest of the two 

towns with its 

ramparts, cobbled 

streets, narrow lanes, 

restaurants and shops. 

Perhaps the highlight 

though is the tiered 

castle that towers 

above the town. 

Next stop is Austria, 

and it‘s capital Vienna. 

Whichever way you 

look it Vienna is simply 

stunning with an 

impressive range of 

outstanding buildings. 

Our favourite is 

probably the 

Belvedere, with the 

advantage that it is 

stuffed full of Klimt 

paintings. 

Vienna is an interesting 

capital in that it 

doesn‘t really have a 

focal point but is 

spread out across 

quite a large area. 

It sits proudly on the 

Danube river, which 

although not blue (as 

advertised) is still a 

Cesky Krumlov Castle 

Budapest Parliament Building 
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beautiful stretch of 

water with our 

campsite located just a 

few miles from the city 

on its banks. 

It was time for 

Hungary now with our 

first stop on Balaton 

Lake. As a landlocked 

country, the massive 

lake acts as the ‗coast‘ 

for the locals with 

many of the towns 

having a resort feel to 

them. 

The lake is surrounded 

by gently sloping hills 

where every patch of 

land is occupied by a 

vineyard. It almost 

seems that every single 

property has a small 

vineyard attached to 

it. As a consequence 

there is no shortage of 

places to stop of for a 

(very cheap) bottle of 

wine, which in most 

cases was cheaper 

than buying a bottle of 

coke!  

Dora, the resident cook 

at the local bistro did 

the group proud with 

some excellent local 

food both in the 

evening and at 

breakfast. 

Next stop is our 

favourite of the three 

cities – Budapest. 

The city has such a laid

-back feel that you can 

really relax there. 

Many of our guests 

opted for a night-time 

river cruise, which is 

possibly the best way 

to see it, not least 

when they light up all 

the old buildings and 

bridges. 

They also have there 

own ‗eye‘ (big wheel), 

which is a great way 

of briefly seeing the 

whole city in 20 

minutes. 

Next stop was back in 

the Czech Republic 

and the second city of 

Brno. 

Our campsite for is 

located a few miles 

out of the city, with 

access via a river 

boat. Many of our 

guests walked the 

short distance to hail 

the boat and chug 

Continued... 

―The lake is 

surrounded by 

gently sloping hills 

where every patch 

of land is occupied 

by a vineyard‖.  

The vineyards around Lake Balaton 



down the river to the 

city.  

It was now time for the 

Czech capital of 

Prague, which proved 

to be the favourite of 

the three main cities 

for many of our guests. 

Prague has the 

advantage of being 

very compact which 

means that almost all 

of its charms can be 

accessed easily on 

foot. It is also a great 

place to site and watch 

the world go by (and 

a lot of the world 

seemed to be in 

Prague that weekend), 

whilst enjoying a beer 
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Budapest., Prague and Vienna Tour Review 

―If we were to 

summarise this tour, 

it would be a ‗city 

tour for people 

who don‘t like 

cities‘‖. 

that only cost about a 

pound. 

Whilst at the campsite 

we had perhaps the 

meatiest meal any of 

us had ever 

encountered with a 

Czech barbecue 

evening that involved 

all of the meats, 

washed down with lots 

of local soft drinks! 

We then headed back 

across Germany 

though the less said 

about that the better 

on a bank holiday 

weekend! 

Just as we all thought it 

was all over we had 

one final capital city to 

amuse us on the way 

home—Luxembourg 

City. 

After that it was back 

home for a holiday! 

If we were to 

summarise this tour, it 

would be a ‗city tour 

for people who don‘t 

like cities‘ as we get to 

stay in some lovely 

campsites away from 

the cities, while still 

having easy access. In 

between each city, all 

the guests has a 

chance for a break in 

some lovely rural 

locations. 

Prague Town Hall 



2019 saw our first 

ever full tour down to 

the Dordogne region. 

This is part of a series 

of tours that we do 

where we focus on a 

specific area of 

France and really 

take our time in the 

area. 

The tour is ideal for 

newcomers as the 

mileages are not too 

great and also 

appeals to some of 

our regulars too as 

we choose such great 

campsites! 

Gary and Eleanor 

were leading the tour 

having done an 

extensive recce of the 

area last year. All of 

this research really 

paid off as they were 

able to guide guests 

around the better and 

less well-known 

attractions in the 

area. 

The first job was to 

get there with a 

couple of driving 

days stopping off in 

the Seine Maritime 

region and than on 

the Loire before our 

first stop in northern 

section of Dordogne 

close to Brantome.  

The town is perhaps 

best known for its 

stunning abbey on the 

river‘s edge. 

Next we tried 

something that we 

have never done 

before. We stayed 

on the same campsite 

as another Crossings 

Tour that happened 

to be passing through 

at the same time. It 

was the Pyrenees 

Tour in fact that had 

just set off and were 

making their way 

down the west coast 

of France, so the two 

groups met near 

Bordeaux. 

The campsite very 

kindly  kept the two 

groups separate (just 

in case of any inter-

tour rivalry!) but as it 
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Dordogne Tour Report 

―Gary and Eleanor 

were leading the 

tour having done 

an extensive recce 

of the area last 

year‖. 



July 2019 Page 6 

happened they all 

intermingled and had a 

great time.  

We organized a 

couple of excursions for 

the combined groups. 

The first was a wine-

tasting at a local 

vineyard, which 

apparently took just 

five minutes to walk to 

and about half an hour 

to walk back. 

In the morning, a bus 

came and took the 

whole group into 

nearby Bordeaux for a 

great day out in the 

city. 

The following morning 

the two groups parted 

with the Dordogne 

group enjoying an 

extra day either in 

Bordeaux itself or 

nearby St Emilion, 

famed for its wine 

production.  

The next journey was 

following the winding 

path of the Dordogne 

River east via Cognac 

and onto the area 

around Beynac. 

This area is 

charactersised by 

meandering 

waterways, caves, 

rocky outcrops and 

medieval towns and 

villages. This really is 

the heart of the 

Dordogne with our 

campsite nestling under 

the 11th century castle 

that towers above the 

town. 

Beynac is considered to 

be one of the prettiest 

towns in France, sitting 

on the northern banks 

of the Dordogne river. 

Guests enjoyed 

walking the 

meandering streets 

lined with distinctive 

white and yellow stone 

buildings. As you might 

expect there is no 

shortage of restaurants 

and bars to sit and 

enjoy the relaxing 

pace and beautiful 

views. 

Regular readers and 

customers will know 

that we always try to 

make the outward and 

homeward journeys 

interesting and this 

tour was no 

exception. We built in 

two stopovers, one 

near Limoges where 

our campsite had its 

own chateau 

(pictured) and where 

the local campsite 

manager (Tracy from 

Bolton) organized a 

wonderful meal for 

the group. 

Last stop was on the 

Loire close to Orleans 

with a chance for a 

quick visit to one of 

the many chateaux 

that line the river. 

This is the first time 

for this tour and Gary 

& Eleanor‘s first tour 

at the helm. The 

feedback has been 

superb and the tour 

will definitely be 

offered again in 

future years. 

Continued... 

―The next journey 

was following the 

winding path of 

the Dordogne 

River east via 

Cognac and onto 

the area around 

Beynac‖. 
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Inspired by the recent 

hot weather we have 

had a few discussions on 

tour about the grey 

water. We discovered 

quite early in our 

motorhoming days that 

you can much worse 

smells from your grey 

water than you can from 

your loo. 

So here‘s afew things 

you can do to take care 

of the grey water. 

1. Don‘t collect it in 

your grey water 

tank! Many 

people on tour 

carry a water hog, 

or other container 

and run it off 

rather than storing 

it in the grey tank. 

It means you have 

to empty is every 

day or two, but it 

does prevent the 

whiff (and the 

queue at the 

motorhome service 

point). 

2. When your tank is 

empty, leave the 

opening valve in 

the open position. 

This means that 

when you are 

driving along (or 

when the van is 

not being used), 

you get a bit of 

fresh air up the 

pipes and into the 

tank. 

3. If you do store 

your grey, put 

your plugs in the 

plug holes. This 

prevents the whiff 

from wafting. 

4. Several of our 

guests put things 

into the tank 

(usually by 

pouring something 

down the sink). 

You can buy 

special products 

that help keep the 

grey tank clean. 

Many of our 

guests swear by 

washing tablets 

(as in the ones you 

use in your 

washing machine). 

Chuck one in when 

the tank is full and 

leave it to fizz. 

5. Try not to carry 

your grey water 

around when 

driving. First of 

all, once you 

start sloshing it 

about it smells 

even worse. 

Second, water 

weights 1kg per 

litre so a full 

tank is 

equivalent to 

carrying a whole 

extra person! 

6. Finally, do ask 

your campsite 

owners about 

letting the grey 

go. On many 

sites they are 

very happy to 

have it in the 

hedgerows etc 

especially during 

hot weather. 

Motorhoming Tips 

―Try not to carry 

your grey water 

around when 

driving. First of all, 

once you start 

sloshing it about it 

smells even worse‖.  
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Easy Fish Curry 

Ingredients: 

500g ripe mixed-

coloured cherry 

tomatoes. 

500g White Fish fillets. 

Such as haddock,skin 

off, pin boned. 

1 heaped tablespoon 

korma curry paste. 

1 tablespoon lime 

pickle. 

1 x 400ml tin of light 

coconut milk. 

Cooking method. 

Place 1 tablespoon of 

olive oil in a large 

shallow casserole pan 

on a high heat.   Halve 

the tomatoes, adding 

them to the pan skin side 

down.   Blister for 2 mins 

without moving them 

while  you chop the 

haddock into 4cm 

chunks. 

Stir the haddock, 

korma paste and lime 

pickle and coconut milk 

into the pan.   Bring to 

the boil, then simmer 

for 6 minutes, taking 

care not to break up 

the fish.   Taste, season 

to perfection, with sea 

salt and black pepper, 

then dish up and enjoy. 

We are very happy to hear from newsletter readers throughout the year. If 

you have ideas for features, questions, motorhoming tips or questions about 

any of our tours, please feel free to get in touch at any time.  

Coq au Van:  the amusingly titled recipe section 

Keep in touch 

Email: bobandwendyreeves@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Web: www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Phone: 01522 861715 or 07957 745434 

Facebook: crossingsmotorhometours 

Instagram: CrossingsMotorhome 

Calls to our 

landline will 

automatically 

bounce to our 

mobile when we 

are away at no 

cost to yourself. 


