
Thanks for all of the feedback 

from last month‟s newsletter. It 

seems that the annual review 

went down very well with 

readers although there is some 

debate over the highlights! 

 

This month we start our series of 

previews for next year‟s tours. In 

this edition we are featuring two 

of our longer tours to Poland and 

to Scandinavia. Read more on 

pages 2 to 5. 

 

We now have a number of 

motorhome shows confirmed for 

2019 with details on Page 6. 

 

As usual, we have another great 

recipe from Dave with a seasonal 

chicken pot pie, and this month‟s 

motorhoming tips are all about 

hook-up safety. 

 

Bob  & Wendy, Dave & Sue,  
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From the editors 

There is still availability on some of our 2019 Tours but please 

remember that our Early Bird Offers end on 31/12/2018. 

The offer gives you up to £100 off the full tour price and you can use 

this in conjunction with our Loyalty Discount, which is a further £50. 

Please contact us to check the latest availability. 



Poland Tour Preview 

“So what can you 

expect on this tour? 

In a word: variety”. 
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A brand new tour for 2019, 

Poland is perhaps not an 

obvious choice for a 

motorhoming holiday.  

We first travelled there in 2010 

not really knowing what to 

expect of the country. What we 

found was a fascinating mixture 

of stunning cities, attractive 

medieval towns, mountain 

ranges, sweeping countryside 

including their own lake districts, 

understated coastal resorts and 

no shortage of interesting and 

thought-provoking tourist 

attractions, museums and 

memorials. 

Our route to Poland is via France 

and Germany with a two-day 

stopover close to Berlin that 

allows for a full day in the 

German capital. 

After that we embark on a 

circular tour from Krakow in the 

south, across to the capital 

Warsaw in the east and up to 

Gdansk in the north. 

So what can you expect on this 

tour? In a word: variety.  

Let‟s start in Warsaw. Although 

devastated by the war, the old 

town was painstakingly rebuilt and 

is the most attractive part of the 

city along with the Royal Way and 

surrounding gardens.  

Venture out of the city and you will 

still find the communist era 

concrete blocks that characterise 

life behind the old iron curtain. 

In Krakow you can marvel at the 

magnificent Wawel Castle and 

wander the attractive streets lined 

with historical buildings.  

Step outside the city boundaries 

and you will find the old Jewish 

Quarter with its synagogues and 

low-rise residences.  

In Wroclaw you get a real flavour of 

the old and new with a lively street 

culture that you might expect of a 

university town, along with Gothic 

and Baroque architecture in the 

Old Town. 

If you have a taste for Gothic 

architecture, then Poznan is the 

place for you as it was largely 

untouched by the war. 

Obviously the war if difficult to 

ignore and you may choose to 
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“We also have time for one 

of Poland’s more unusual 

attractions, the Wieliczka 

Salt Mine. The underground 

mine attracts over a million 

visitors a year!” 

 

 

reflect with a visit to Auschwitz 

and Birkenau. 

For a change of scene we also 

spend a little time in the 

Brodnica Lake District 

characterised by lakes 

(obviously), nature reserves and 

smaller unspoilt towns. We also 

pass through the Great 

Masurian Lakes, where you will 

find 2000 lakes (count them) 

surrounded by green and hilly 

landscapes. 

We also have time for one of 

Poland‟s more unusual 

attractions, the Wieliczka Salt 

Mine. The underground mine 

attracts over a million visitors a 

year! 

We also spend some time on 

Poland‟s northern coastline 

where the land meets the Baltic 

Sea. The old port town of 

Gdansk is now a thriving place 

built around a very pretty 

cobbled main street. 

Close by are a number of low-

key resort towns dotted along 

the long, flat, sandy shoreline. 

So overall, there is a little bit of 

everything in this tour. We would 

describe it as being for the more 

adventurous motorhomer, who  

would really appreciate the 

variety and contrasts of this 

historic country.  

We have found Poland to be a 

warm and welcoming place. 

English is spoken widely and as 

tourists (and motorhomers) you 

are made very welcome. 

In terms of the weather, the 

climate is very similar to the UK 

for September. You can expect 

temperatures in the mid to high 

teens and rainfall figures similar 

to the UK. 

At the time of writing, we still 

have availability on this tour. If 

you would like to find out more, 

then please contact us.  

Remember that the Early Bird 

offers end at the end of this 

month. 

 

 



Summer In Scandinavia Tour Preview 

“You can also expect 

lots of water on this 

tour. In fact, in 

Sweden we traverse 

the whole of the 

south coast, about a 

third of the east 

coast ... and the 

whole of the west 

coast”. 
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Let‟s start by saying the 

Scandinavia is a pretty big 

place. Here‟s an interesting fact 

—there is hardly anybody in it. 

Did you know that there are 

more people living inside the 

M25 than there are in the whole 

of Sweden? 

For us this is one of the main 

attractions of the place. It is a 

continent that has embraced 

motorhomers and because most 

of the roads are quiet you really 

can drive and park your van 

pretty much anywhere you 

want to—even in the centre of 

Stockholm. 

So what can you expect on this 

tour? For starters we have three 

stunning capital cities: 

Copenhagen, Stockholm and 

Oslo. 

You can take your pick of 

attractions in these three places. 

Here‟s just a short list off the top 

of my head: The Little Mermaid, 

Nyhavn, The Tivoli Gardens, The 

Abba Museum, The Vasa 

Museum, Gamla Stan, The Viking 

Ship Museum, Oslo Royal 

Palace... 

Our campsites for all three 

provide us with superb transport 

links into each, making it really easy 

to enjoy full days in the cities. 

You can also expect lots of water 

on this tour. In fact, in Sweden we 

traverse the whole of the south 

coast, about a third of the east 

coast including the Stockholm 

archipelago, and the whole of the 

west coast via Gothenburg and 

Malmo. 

Even when we go inland, the water 

is not far away as our route takes us 

past two of Europe‟s largest lakes: 

Vanern and Vattern. 

If you still want more water we even 

pitch up slap bang on the Oslofjord 

in Norway where you can actually 

see the city in the distance at the 

top end of the fjord. 

We also drive over plenty of 

waterways too, not least across two 

of the most dramatic bridges in 

Europe. The first of these is the 

Great Belt Bridge that joins two of 

the Danish Islands. After that it is the 

world-famous Oresund Bridge 

between Denmark and Sweden. In 

fact one of our campsites actually 

overlooks the bridge and if you are 

lucky you may be able to see it 

from your van window! 

This is a long tour and we do more 

miles on this one than any of the 

others. In fact this is what we could 

call a „driver‟s tour‟ and you would 
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“If you still want more water 

we even pitch up slap bang 

on the Oslofjord in Norway 

where you can actually see 

the city in the distance at 

the top end of the fjord”. 

 

 

need to enjoy driving to get the 

most out of it.  

The driving, however, is superb. 

You can expect wide, quiet 

roads, grand vistas, easy parking 

and easy access to all the main 

attractions. The stretch along 

the south coast is particularly 

attractive and at times you are 

literally just metres from the 

Baltic Sea. 

The countryside is characterised 

by large fields, often with 

swathes of corn and gently 

undulating countryside 

interspersed with distinctive, 

brightly coloured wooden 

buildings. 

Think of Scandinavia and you 

probably think of Vikings. In fact 

you can visit Viking related 

museums in all three 

Scandinavian countries. For 

many, the best of these is either 

the full sized fully original Viking 

Ship on display in Oslo, or the 

recreations at the museum in 

Roskilde (Denmark) that you can 

actually take out and row. 

Fast forward a few years and 

there is also plenty of Medieval 

history to enjoy too, not least the 

castles at Kalmar and Orebro, or 

the fortresses on Oland Island 

(along with 200 windmills). 

Scandinavia has a distinctive 

range of tourist attractions. 

Sweden for example, has it‟s 

own glass-blowing region called 

the Glasriket. Here you can get 

up close and personal with the 

glass-blowers and even have a 

chance to blow something 

yourself! 

Mousse (or elk) are never far 

away. If you are lucky you may 

see one in the wild, or you can 

visit one of the many mousse 

parks. At one of them they even 

have mousse burgers in the 

cafe. True story. 

We have found that travelling in 

August is one of the best times 

to visit Scandinavia. The weather 

is good with temperatures 

typically in the low 20s. The kids 

go back to school early (usually 

at the beginning of August) 

leaving us oldies the run of the 

place. 

At the time of writing, we still 

have availability on the tour, so 

please get in touch if you would 

like more information.  

Remember that the Early Bird 

Offers are available until the 

end of the year. 

 

 



Regular customers and readers will know that we love a motorhome show as do Dave and Sue. 

So much so that we are now scheduled to do nine shows in 2019 and we hope that we may be able to 

slot one or two more in as the year progresses. 

Shows are a great way for us to meet existing customers and those of you who are still thinking about it. 

Here‟s the ones we are doing presented to you in logo form (saves typing): 

2019 Show Schedule 
Dec 2018 
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To be confirmed 

8th –11th August 2019 



Coq au Van: the amusingly-titled recipe feature with ideas 

for meals that you can cook within the confines of a motorhome! 
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Chicken Pot Pie 

Ingredients: 

2 Onions. 

600g chicken breasts (boned) 

350g mixed mushrooms. 

1 bunch of fresh thyme (30g) 

375g block of all-butter puff pastry (cold) 

 

Cooking method: 

 

Preheat the oven to 220C/425F/gas 7.   

Place a 30cm non-stick ovenproof frying 

pan on a high heat, with a smaller non-stick 

pan on a medium heat alongside.   Pour 1 

tablespoon of olive oil into the larger pan.   

Peel and roughly chop the onions, adding 

them to the larger pan as you go.   Roughly 

chop two-thirds of the chicken, finely chop 

and rest, and add to the onion pan.   Cook 

for 6 minutes, or until golden,stirring 

occasionally.    Meanwhile, place the 

mushrooms in the dry pan, tearing up any 

larger ones.   Let them toast and get nutty 

for 4 minutes, then tip into the chicken pan 

and strip in half the thyme leaves. 

 

Remove the pan from the heat, add a 

pinch of sea salt and black pepper, then stir 

in 1 tablespoon of red wine vinegar and 

150ml of water.   Working quickly, roll out 

the pastry so it‟s 2cm bigger than the pan, 

then place it over the filling, using a 

wooden spoon to push it into the edges.   

Very lightly criss-cross the pastry, then brush 

with 1 teaspoon of olive oil.   Poke the 

remaining thyme sprigs into the middle of 

the pie.   Bake at the bottom of the oven 

for 15 minutes, or until golden brown and 

puffed up.   Easy.    Enjoy. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that we no longer have access to our old .”co.uk” email and 

internet addresses as we have now moved across  fully to “.com” 

Our email address is: 

bobandwendy@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Our web address is: 

www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Motorhoming and Travel Tips & Advice 

around £5 so it is worth 

having one in your armoury. 

6. On foreign sites, if you are 

worried about reverse 

polarity (and many 

motorhomers are not) then 

the only way to deal with it is 

to carry a proper tester and 

to buy a proper adapter 

before you leave the UK. 

Never try and rewire your 

cables when you get there. 

7. When it comes to the best 

way to coil up and store 

your cable I have tried 

everything and my favourite 

is to coil it up manually and 

store it in a bag. 

This month‟s motorhoming tips 

have been suggested by fellow 

tour leader Dave and they are 

concerned with keeping safe 

when hooking up. 

1. Always unravel your cable 

fully when plugged in. 

Cables on a coil can 

become very hot and pose 

a fire risk. 

2. Many motorhomers carry 

one long (25m) and one 

short (10m) cable to save 

getting the 25m cable out 

when the hook up post is 

just a few metres away. 

3. When hooking up always 

plug into your van first and 

then go and connect to 

the hook up. 

4. When un-hooking, always 

remove from the hook-up 

point first and then un-hook 

from your van. 

5. When abroad, if you 

encounter an old-style two-

pin plug, always use a 

proper adapter. They cost 

“Always unravel 

your cable fully 

when plugged in. 

Cables on a coil 

can become very 

hot and pose a 

fire risk”. 

Crossings dot com 
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