
and-keep‟ recipe from 

resident foodie Dave. 

Finally, this month‟s 

motorhome tips are all 

about your power 

supply and in 

particular, how to deal 

with the lower 

amperage that you 

get in Continental 

campsites. 

Bob & Wendy, Dave & 

Sue, Colin & Sue, 

Gary & Eleanor. 

Welcome to the first 

edition of the Spring 

and a warm welcome 

to everyone who 

signed up at 

Harrogate last month. 

April means the start 

of the touring season 

and after a winter 

stuck behind computer 

screens, Wendy and I 

are really looking 

forward to the start of 

the new season. 

If you are like, me you 

will have forgotten 

whether you voted to 

leave or stay in the EU 

by now. However, the 

implications of Brexit 

for EU travel are 

unavoidable. With this 

in mind we have 

produced a handy 

checklist with some 

useful web links for 

those of you travelling 

within the next couple 

of months. 

We also start our 

series of tour previews 

and we are focusing 

this month on the 

shorter tours that are 

on offer in 2020. 

We also have a brief 

look forward to the 

first of the big outdoor 

shows of the season at 

Peterborough and we 

have a few „shout-

outs‟ (as young people 

say) for those of you 

who we met at 

Harrogate last month. 

As usual, we have 

another great „cut-out-

From the editor 

April 2019 

In this month‟s edition: 

 Brexit checklist 

and useful links 

 Previews of our 

shorter 2020 tours 

 The Harrogate 

and Peterborough 

Motorhome Shows 
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Plus our regular 

features: 

 Another great 

recipe from Dave. 

 This month‟s 

motorhome tips. 

 Keep in touch. 



With our first tour 

going out this month, 

we are finding the „B‟ 

word unavoidable so 

are taking this 

opportunity to clarify 

our previous advice. 

At this stage, we think 

the only sensible 

option is to assume that 

we are having a no-

deal Brexit and to 

plan accordingly. 

We are not going to 

fill the newsletter with 

the details, but instead 

have provided links to 

a few websites that 

you might find useful. 

1. Make sure you have 

at least 6 months 

left on your 

passport. More 

information: https://

www.gov.uk/guidance/

passport-rules-for-travel-

to-europe-after-brexit  

2. Get an International 

Driving Permit (IDP) 

from the Post 

Office. More 

information: https://

www.postoffice.co.uk/

international-driving-

permit  

3. Get a Green Card 

from your insurance 

company. Contact 

your provider and 

let them know which 

countries you are 

going to. 

4. Also inform your 

breakdown 

company and your 

travel insurance 

company. Bear in 

mind that the EHIC/

E111 card may no 

longer be 

recognised. 

5. Check with your 

mobile phone 

company to see 

what they are doing 

about roaming 

charges. They may 

go up significantly. 

6. Get a GB sticker for 

your van without the 

European stars on it. 

7. Dog owners need to 

check with their vets 

well in advance as 

there are new rules 

regarding rabies 

tests. 

Useful links: 

Sign up for 

government email 

alerts on Brexit here: 

https://www.gov.uk/email-

signup/?topic=/government/

brexit  

General advice on 

green cards is 

available here but 

check specific 

arrangements with 

your own insurer: 

https://u-k-insurance.co.uk/

eugreencard.html  

For regular, no-

nonsense Brexit advice 

advice from our 

favourite tourism 

journalist, Simon 

Calder, see: https://

www.cntraveller.com/article/

travelling-to-europe-after-

brexit  
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Brexit Checklist and Useful Links 

“At this stage, we 

think the only 

sensible option is 

to assume that we 

are having a no-

deal Brexit and to 

plan accordingly”. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/passport-rules-for-travel-to-europe-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/passport-rules-for-travel-to-europe-after-brexit
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Luxembourg City: Four-Country Starter Tour and Rhine & 

Alsace Tour 

One of the most 

common questions we 

get asked at 

exhibitions is whether 

tours are suitable for 

first-timers and the 

answer is that all of 

them are really. 

However, we do find 

that our first-timers do 

tend to prefer a 

shorter tour, with lower 

mileage. 

We also have quite a 

few customers who still 

have jobs (need to 

give that up) and can 

only have two weeks 

off. 

With both of these 

things in mind we have 

increased the range of 

shorter tours on offer 

in 2020. Our shorter 

tours are normally 

around two weeks long 

and typically don‟t 

cover more than 

around 1000 miles in 

total. 

As with all of our trips, 

they are proper tours 

that move around 

every two or three 

days rather than 

staying at one 

campsite for long 

periods of time. That  

 

 

kind of behaviour is 

strictly for 

caravanners! The idea 

is to see and do as 

much as possible within 

the couple of weeks 

that we are away. 

So what‟s on offer for 

next year: 

Four-Country Starter 

Tour. We have made 

some changes to our 

ever-popular Three-

Country Starter Tour 

by adding a country: 

Luxembourg. Coming 

in at less than 600 

miles in total, this 

varied tour includes 

Bruges, Brussels, 

Maastricht, 

Valkenburg, 

Luxembourg City and 

even a bit of time on 

the French coast. 

Taste of Holland. Lots 

of tours go to Holland  

 

but tend to stay in the 

south where all the 

well-known bits are. 

This tour takes in the 

south but also extends 

across the east and 

north of the 

Netherlands where 

the land simply 

disappears into the 

sea. If you want to 

see the Keukenhof 

Gardens, the 

Kinderdijk Windmills 

and get the chance to 

visit Amsterdam, Delft, 

Dordrecht, The Hague, 

Arnhem and 

Groningen, then this 

tour covers the lot. 

The Rhine & Alsace. 

This is a welcome 

return for a varied 

tour that takes in the 

most beautiful 

stretches of 

Germany‟s most 

famous rivers: The 

“...we have 

increased the 

range of shorter 

tours on offer in 

2020”.  

Kinderdijk Windmills, 

Taste of Holland Tour 

First-timer and Shorter Tours 

Bruges, Four-Country 

Starter Tour 
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Rhine and the Mosel. It 

extends beyond that 

across the Alsace 

region of eastern 

France and the chance 

to visit the historic city 

of Strasbourg. Our 

round route also takes 

in Brussels on the way 

out and Luxembourg 

City on the way back. 

Brittany & 

Normandy. This is a 

French classic that we 

have run a few times 

before. There is lots of 

lovely coastline on this 

trip including the Opal 

Coast, The Normandy 

beaches and the 

chance to visit the 

whole of the Brittany 

peninsula. We spend 

time near Mont St 

Michel, St Malo, 

Honfleur and 

Concarneau with the 

chance to visit some of 

the less well-known 

inland areas of 

Brittany including the 

standing stones at 

Carnac and the 

magnificent castle at 

Fougeres. 

Burgundy. A brand 

new tour for 2020, 

this trip gets us into 

the heart of an area 

famed for its food 

and wine and 

characterised by 

Medieval cities, 

walled towns, 

chateaux and abbeys. 

You also get the 

rugged charm of the 

Morvan National 

Park. 

All five of these tours 

come in at around or 

under 1000 miles 

making them very 

easy-going in terms of 

the driving. 

If you were happy 

with a bit more 

mileage you could 

also consider our Lake 

Garda & Venice Tour 

or our Swiss & 

Austrian Alps Tour 

both of which come in 

at around 1600 miles. 

As with all of our 

tours, all motorhomers 

are welcome on any 

of them however 

experienced they are. 

We once had a 

couple who came with 

us to Croatia & 

Slovenia on their first 

ever outing. After 25 

days with us they then 

extended their stay to 

return six month‟s 

later! They were able 

to come back on the 

return portion of their 

fully flexible ferry 

ticket. 

Remember that we 

are the only escorted 

motorhome tour 

company that start 

and end in the UK and 

include fully flexible 

return tickets as 

standard on all of our 

tours. 

Bookings are now 

open for 2020, so 

please get in touch if 

you would like more 

details or wish to 

book. 

“Remember that we 

are the only 

escorted 

motorhome tour 

company that start 

and end in the UK 

and include fully 

flexible return 

tickets as standard 

on all of our tours”. 

...continued 

Beaune, Burgundy Tour 

Mont St Michel, Brittany 

& Normandy Tour 



As regular readers will 

know we love a 

motorhome exhibition 

and we do more of 

them every year. 

We would like to say 

a particular thank-you 

this month to everyone 

who came to see us at 

the Harrogate 

Showground last month 

for the Yorkshire 

Motorhome Show. 

This is a relatively 

small show and doesn't 

have any overnight 

camping, making it a 

bit unusual. 

However, if is one of 

the few shows that 

actually go up t‟North, 

which is one of the 

main reasons we like 

to do it. 

I (Bob) would like to 

say a large thanks to 

some of our regulars 

who came to see me 

manfully looking after 

the stand in Wendy‟s 

enforced absence. 

Thanks for the 

sandwiches, tea and 

best wishes. You will 

be pleased to know 

that Wendy is firmly 

back at the helm now 

and I am back in my 

place. 

Our next exhibition is 

the „National‟ at 

Peterborough at the 

end of this month. 

As all of our tour 

leaders are busy 

touring or otherwise 

engaged it has fallen 

to four of our lovely 

customers to take over 

the running of the 

stand. Just a note of 

warning - if you do 

book with us watch out 

as we will have you 

working for us before 

you know it! 

Garry & Shirley and 

David & Roma will be 

there over the 

weekend and will be 

able to talk to you 

about what it‟s like on 

a Crossings Tour. They 

are also on hand to 

distribute the latest 

tour leaflets. 

If you are attending 

the show, please pop 

along to get a straight

-forward customer 

viewpoint of what our 

tours are all about. 

Also, watch out for us 

at all of the shows 

listed on the right hand 

side here. 
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Motorhome Exhibitions Update 

Our next exhibition 

is the „National‟ at 

Peterborough at 

the end of this 

month. 
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It is a reasonably well-

known fact that the 

amount of power that 

you get on Continental 

campsites is lower than 

in the UK. Here we 

usually get 16 amp 

electricity. On the 

Continent it is more 

likely that you will be 

getting between 6 and 

10 amps.  

But what does that mean 

and what are the 

implications for what 

electrical items you can 

use in your van? 

There are three things 

you need to know:  

1. All electrical items 

are labelled in 

terms of their 

power usage in 

watts (w).  

2. The standard 

voltage in the UK 

and Europe is 

230v. 

3. Watts divided by 

Volts = Amps. 

Therefore, an appliance 

with a power rating of 

1000w (1kw) will need: 

1000/230 = 4.35 amps 

An appliance with a 

rating of 2000w will 

need: 

2000/230 = 8.7 amps 

What this means is that 

if you put on an 

appliance in your van of 

2000w (2kw) like a 

kettle, hairdryer or 

water heater, if the 

campsite only has 6 

amps, you will trip the 

electric. You then have 

to go to the hook-up 

point and reset the 

switch. Worse, if the 

boxes that contain the 

switches are locked, you 

have to go and get the 

campsite owner. 

If you have several 

appliances plugged in 

at the same time, you 

have to add up the 

combined wattage to 

work out how many 

amps you need. 

Here‟s some tips: 

1. Generally speaking, 

appliances that 

generate heat have 

higher wattage 

ratings.  

2. Buy low wattage 

versions of these 

appliances e.g. 

kettles, hairdryers, 

space heaters. 

3. Low wattage items 

include the fridge, 

LED lighting, 

computers and TVs. 

4. Avoid putting too 

many appliances on 

at the same time, 

particularly the high 

wattage ones. 

5. Your water heater 

and heating system 

will typically have 

three settings: low 

(1000w), medium 

(2000w) and high 

(3000w). Use the 

lower setting where 

possible. 

6. If your heating and 

water heater are on 

timer or thermostat 

setting, then they 

may trigger on 

when you are not 

expecting it. This 

could cause the 

electricity to trip out 

even when you 

don‟t think you have 

anything on.  

Motorhoming Tips 

“Here we usually 

get 16 amp 

electricity. On the 

Continent it is more 

likely that you will 

be getting between 

6 and 10 amps”.  
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Cod & Prawns with 

Fennel & White Wine. 

 

Ingredients: 

 20g butter. 

 1 small fennel, thinly 

sliced. 

 1 trimmed leek thinly 

sliced. 

 150ml dry white 

wine. 

 100ml half fat creme 

fraiche. 

 260g cod loin, cut 

into thick slices. 

 12 extra large king 

prawns. 

 25g chopped 

parsley. 

Cooking Method. 

1. Melt the butter in a 

frying pan and add 

the fennel and 

season. Cover the 

pan and cook gently 

for 10 mins, stirring 

regularly. 

2. Add the sliced leek to 

the pan and cook 

with the lid on for a 

further 5 mins, until 

they are both soft.   

Tip in the wine and 

creme fraiche, and 

simmer for 3 mins 

with the lid off or 

until the liquid is 

reduced by half. 

3. Nestle the cod and 

prawns into the 

vegetables. Cover 

once more, then 

simmer for 6-8 mins 

until the cod is 

opaque and just 

flaking and the 

prawns are pink 

and opaque. 

4. Season, add the 

chopped parsley 

then serve with 

crusty bread. Enjoy. 

We are very happy to hear from newsletter readers throughout the year. If 

you have ideas for features, questions, motorhoming tips or questions about 

any of our tours, please feel free to get in touch at any time.  

Coq au Van:  the amusingly titled recipe section 

Keep in touch 

Email: bobandwendyreeves@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Web: www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Phone: 01522 861715 or 07957 745434 

Facebook: crossingsmotorhometours 

Instagram: CrossingsMotorhome 

Calls to our 

landline will 

automatically 

bounce to our 

mobile when we 

are away at no 

cost to yourself. 


