
We have another 

great one-pot recipe 

from Dave. This month 

it‟s something fishy. 

Finally, this month‟s 

motorhoming tips are 

all about habitation 

checks. 

Bob & Wendy, Dave & 

Sue, Colin & Sue, 

Gary & Eleanor, Ian & 

Linda. 

Well Brexit finally 

happened and nobody 

really noticed after all 

that fuss. In this month‟s 

edition we look at the 

implications for those 

of you travelling with 

us this year (and 

beyond). If you want 

the edited highlights, in 

the short term it will 

have no effect 

whatsoever! 

It‟s that funny time of 

the year when many of 

our tours are fully 

booked, but we still 

have spaces on some 

of our shorter tours. 

See Page 2 for an 

update plus details of 

how to go on the 

reserve list for full 

tours. 

We also have another 

of our regular series of 

features that focus on 

our new tours. This 

month the spotlight will 

be on our brand new 

tour to Burgundy.  

At the time of writing 

there are still a couple 

of places left on this 

tour for 2020 so 

please get in touch if 

you are interested.  
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As regular reader will 

know, this is our 

biggest ever year with 

12 tours on offer. 

Regular customers will 

know that some of our 

tours fill up very 

quickly...and some of 

them don‟t! 

 

At the time of writing 

we are full on the 

following tours: Lake 

Garda & Venice, The 

Baltic States, The Swiss 

& Austrian Alps, Spain 

& Portugal, Croatia & 

Slovenia and Tuscany. 

 

This means that we 

have spaces on: 

Springtime in Holland, 

The Rhine & Alsace, 

Brittany & Normandy, 

Burgundy and Summer 

in Scandinavia. 

 

We have also just had 

a cancellation on our 

Four-Country Starter 

Tour so have 

availability on this 

(which is unusual at this 

time of year). We 

expect this to get 

snapped up quite 

quickly so please get 

in touch soon if you 

fancy this one. 
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2020 Tours Update 

“In essence, Brexit 

will have no impact 

before 

31/12/2020”. 

If you would like to 

book onto a tour, 

please see our website 

which has full details of 

every tour. You can 

then book via the 

„Book Now‟ button.  

 

If you would like any 

more information on 

any of the tours or just 

fancy an informal chat 

please get in touch. 

We realise that, 

particularly for first 

timers, it can be a bit 

daunting taking the 

van across the channel. 

We are well used to 

looking after our 

„newbies‟! 

 

If you have been 

unsure about booking 

due to Brexit, please 

read the next article, 

or give us a call so we 

can talk you through it. 

In essence, Brexit will 

have no impact before 

31/12/2020.  

 

If you are interested in 

any of the tours that 

are full, please contact 

us as we operate a 

reserve list and we do 

get cancellations from 

time to time.  

 

You can add your 

name to the reserve list 

with no commitment to 

go on and book, it just 

means that we will 

contact you in the 

event of a cancellation. 

 

Canal cruise in Bruges on our Four-Country Starter Tour 
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Well I woke up on the 

morning of 1st 

February and didn‟t 

feel any different. The 

world didn't end and 

we are still welcome to 

spend our holiday 

pounds in Europe! 

 

Regardless of your 

views on Brexit we are 

probably all quite 

pleased that something 

at least now seems to 

have happened. 

 

We now have the 

„transition period‟, 

which means in a 

nutshell that nothing 

changes until the end 

of 2020. 

 

To clarify, here are all 

the things we were 

worried about that we 

don't need to any 

more: 

 

1. Your current 

passport remains 

valid and you no 

longer have to 

have six months 

left on it. It just 

needs to cover 

your period of 

travel. 

2. No visa is 

needed. 

3. No international 

driving licence is 

required 

(although if you 

did get one it 

lasts for three 

years so will 

probably come 

in handy later 

on). 

4. Ferries continue 

to operate as 

normal and 

would have done 

anyway. Ferry 

regulations are 

actually 

enshrined in 

Internal Maritime 

Law rather than 

EU regs so will 

be largely 

unaffected by 

Brexit anyway. 

I‟ve said it 

before and I will 

say it again: in 

the event of a 

nuclear war the 

only thing left 

will be 

cockroaches, and 

P&O Ferries. 

They don‟t stop 

for anything! 

5. Travel insurance 

is unaffected 

and you should 

ensure that you 

are adequately 

covered for your 

holiday.  

6. The E11 (EHIC) 

card will 

operate as usual 

although this is 

no substitute for 

travel insurance 

(and never has 

been). 

7. Data roaming 

charges will not 

be affected. 

8. People travelling 

with pets are 

subject to the 

same rules as 

before Brexit.  

Brexit update 

“...here are all the 

things we were 

worried about that 

we don't need to 

any more”.  



Burgundy is a brand 

new tour for 2020 and 

is one in a series of 

tours where we pick a 

very specific area of 

France and get right 

into it! 

This tour is designed 

for those people who 

love authentic France 

but who want to avoid 

the usual tourist hot-

spots. 

Burgundy or Bour-

gogne as the French 

call it, sits in the East 

Central region of 

France and is perhaps 

best known for its wine 

and food. 

Coq au vin, beouf 

bourguignon and Dijon 

mustard all hail from 

the region along with 

red and white wines 

mainly of the Pinot 

Noir and Chardonnay 

grapes. Beaujolais and 

Chablis are just two of 

the well-known wine 

areas that you can visit 

on this tour. 

This largely unspoilt 

and historic region is 

criss-crossed with rivers 

and canals and is 

home to many of 

France‟s finest cha-

teaux, medieval towns 
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Spotlight on...Burgundy 

“This tour is 

designed for those 

people who love 

authentic France 

but who want to 

avoid the usual 

tourist hot-spots”. 

and a couple of pretty 

and easily accessible 

smaller cities. 

To start with the larger 

of the towns and cities, 

there is Dijon with its 

impressive range of 

architecture ranging 

from the Gothic to the 

art deco. It even has its 

own mini Arc de Triom-

phe. 

Nestled on the Yonne 

River is pretty Auxer-

res with its network of 

narrow streets, impos-

ing cathedral and the 

Marina district‟s half-

timbered houses. 

We also have Chalon-

sur-Saone, home to art 

and architecture and 

on the train line for 

easy access to the 

whole area. 

Of the smaller medie-

val towns there are 

some stand-out exam-

ples including Beaune 

and Cluny. Here you 

will find cobbled 

streets, abbeys and 

chateaux. 

There are also several 

beautiful villages per-

haps the pick of which 

is Vezelay, perched on 

a hilltop overlooking 

the Morvan National 

Park. 

Nature lovers will en-

joy the park itself, 

spread over 1000 

square miles and home 

to extensive wood-

lands, lakes and tradi-

tional farm land. 

At the time of writing 

there were still a cou-

ple of spaces avail-

able on the tour so 

pleas contact us if you 

are interested.  

Beaune 
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The habitation (hab) 

check is a little bit like 

an MOT, except it 

covers the living area of 

your van. Unlike an 

MOT, it is not 

compulsory (although 

you may have to have it 

done to maintain any 

warranty terms). 

Even if you do not have 

to have it done, it is 

highly recommended to 

have one done on an 

annual basis. 

It covers essential safety 

checks on gas and 

electrical systems and 

perhaps more 

importantly, it checks for 

water ingress. 

Here is my two-penneth: 

1. Never buy a used 

motorhome that 

does not have a 

current hab check. 

If it‟s not got one 

then insist on 

getting one done 

before you buy 

it...and be 

prepared to walk 

away if it comes 

back with serious 

problems. 

2. Ask to see all 

previous hab 

checks too. 

3. We use a mobile 

technician so don‟t 

even have to 

leave home. He is 

brilliant and 

charges us £135. 

Main dealers will 

charge a lot more 

but I would rather 

have an 

independent 

report rather than 

the dealer who 

sold me the van. 

4. A recent Practical 

Motorhome survey 

found that 10-

15% of all vans 

(new and used) 

had water ingress 

problems. Do not 

assume that 

because a 

motorhome is quite 

new that it is 

water tight. 

5. Do not be 

tempted to do the 

checks yourself. 

Even if you are 

handy, is it worth 

messing about 

with gas supplies 

and 240v 

circuits? Another 

example is that 

our tech guy has 

a £400 meter to 

check for damp 

(and he knows 

how to use it). 

You can buy £30 

meters but they 

can give very 

spurious results. 

6. Damp problems 

can often be 

solved early and 

save you 

thousands in the 

long run. Your 

motorhome can 

have elevated 

readings for 

damp, but as 

long as they are 

caught early, 

they can dry out 

all on their own 

as long as the 

source of the 

water ingress is 

found. 

Motorhoming Tips: Habitation Checks  

“...it is highly 

recommended to 

have one done on 

an annual basis”. 
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One Pan Fabulous 

Fish 

Ingredients: 
 
300g of white basmati 
rice. 
4 heaped tsp green 
olive tapenade. 
350g ripe mixed colour 
cherry tomatoes. 
1/2 bunch of fresh basil. 
500g White fish fillet. 
 
 
 
 

Cooking method: 
 

In a large shallow 

casserole pan on a high 

heat, mix the rice with 2 

heaped tsp of 

tapenade, then pour 

600 milimetres of 

water.   Put the lid on 

and let it come to the 

boil while you halve the 

tomatoes and, in a 

bowl, mix them with 1 

tsp each of olive oil and 

red wine vinegar.   

Taste, season to 

perfection with sea 

salt and black 

pepper, tear in most 

of the basil leaves. 

 

Cut the fish into 4 

equal size pieces and 

place in the pan, 

pushing them into the 

rice.   Scatter over the 

dressed tomatoes.   

Put the lid back on 

and boil for 10 

minutes, or until the 

rice is cooked, then 

remove the lid and 

cook for a further 2 

minutes until all the 

liquid has evaporated.   

Spoon the remaining 

tapenade over the 

fish, pick over the 

remaining basil 

leaves, drizzle lightly 

with extra virgin olive 

oil.   Dish up and 

enjoy. 

We are very happy to hear from newsletter readers throughout the year. If 

you have ideas for features, questions, motorhoming tips or questions about 

any of our tours, please feel free to get in touch at any time.  

Coq au Van:  the amusingly titled recipe section 

Keep in touch 

Email: bobandwendyreeves@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Web: www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Phone: 01522 861715 or 07957 745434 

Facebook: crossingsmotorhometours 

Instagram: CrossingsMotorhome 

Calls to our 

landline will 

automatically 

bounce to our 

mobile when we 

are away at no 

cost to yourself. 


