
Welcome to September’s 

newsletter. This month’s edition is 

mainly given over to a full review 

of our Summer in Scandinavia 

Tour, from which we have just 

returned. 

 

We had a truly awesome circular 

trip around Denmark and 

Sweden and for the first time 

ever, a little bit of Norway. 

 

We also have another recipe 

from Dave. People tell us that they 

love Dave’s recipes and even 

print them out and keep them! 

 

We take a brief look at the 

motorhome show diary for the rest 

of the year and this month’s 

motorhoming tips are all about 

toilets. I’m amazed that I have 

never covered the topic before. 

 

Bob  & Wendy, Dave & Sue. 
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 Coq au Van—the 

cooking feature! 

 Keep in touch Motorhome Show Diary 
First of all, many thanks for all of 

you who took the time to visit 

Dave and Sue at the Malvern 

Show in August...and a special 

hello to everyone who signed 

up at the show. 

 

Dave and Sue had a great time 

with the cowboys and girls. 

 

We only have one remaining show 

for 2019, which is the big one in 

October at the NEC. 

 

We will be in Hall 9 on Stand 9.32. 

Please come along and say hello if 

you are visiting the show and if you 

can find us! 



Summer in Scandinavia Tour Review 

“After a peaceful 

crossing we chugged 

across a bit of 

France and Belgium 

before arriving at 

our campsite on the 

Dutch/German 

border. It was 37 

degrees C”.  
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Now you are not supposed to 

have favourites, but our 

Summer in Scandinavia Tour is 

probably the one we look 

forward to the most each year. 

We always say that even if we 

didn't sell any spaces on it, we 

would go anyway. 

As it happens, we set off with a 

full complement of vans for on 

what was a our fifth tour of the 

region. 

We made a few changes this 

year, which worked very well 

but more of that later. 

Our first day on tour was a bit 

of a scorcher. After a peaceful 

crossing we chugged across a 

bit of France and Belgium before 

arriving at our campsite on the 

Dutch/German border. It was 

37 degrees C. 

We had a group meal booked 

that evening with some of us 

hardy types taking a walk in the 

sweltering heat while others 

(more sensibly) opted for the air-

conditioned maxi-taxi. 

We had a great meal, which gave 

everyone chance to get to know 

each other and work out who to 

avoid for the next 24 days! 

On our next night we were 

grateful for the large swimming 

lake on our German campsite as 

we headed north, with 

temperatures still into the high 20s. 

Night 3 saw us entering Scandinavia 

for the first time and onto our 

seaside campsite near Kolding. The 

pace of the tour dropped now 

after three days of longish drives. 

Our campsite was right on a long 

stretch of sandy beach with hardly 

any kids around as the 

Scandinavians tend to go back to 

school much earlier that in the UK. 

After a quiet night on the coast we 

headed into Copenhagen where we 

spent three nights allowing for two 

and half days in the city. 
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“We travelled via the 

stunning Great Belt Bridge, 

with most of us stopping off 

at the foot of the bridge to 

take some amazing photos”. 

 

We travelled via the stunning 

Great Belt Bridge, with most of 

us stopping off at the foot of the 

bridge to take some amazing 

photos. 

Copenhagen was the first of our 

Scandinavian capitals and it did 

not disappoint. Our guests 

undertook various activities in 

the city, including walking tours, 

boat trips and visits to the 

various museums and churches. 

Copenhagen boasts Europe’s 

shopping street although they 

are cheating as it’s about five 

different ones joined together. 

They also have one of Europe’s 

most disappointing tourist 

attractions in the form of the 

’Little Mermaid’. She’s a bit like 

Trigger’s broom from Only 

Fools and Horses in that she has 

had five new head and three 

new bodies. You still have to go 

and look at it though. 

The next day we crossed 

another mighty bridge over the 

Oresund Strait. The weather 

was fair for the journey with a 

bit of sunlight glinting off the 

Baltic. 

Our first stop in Sweden was in 

a small fishing village on the 

south coast. We all took the 

opportunity to drive along the 

beautiful stretch of the coastline 

and visit the Ale’s Stones. These 

are a set of standing stones in 

the shape of a boat hull on a cliff 

top. These were erected by the 

tourist board in 1973 although 

they claim to be from the 

middle ages. A bit like 

Stonehenge, no-one really 

knows why they are there. 

Our pretty little village had 

enough to keep us all amused 

for the day with a selection of 

boutiquey shops and no 

shortage of restaurants and 

cafes. It helped that the sun was 

shining, which allowed us all to 

have a lazy day in and around 

the town. 



...continued 

“This place is 

famous for ice 

cream for some 

reason and everyone 

who is famous in 

Sweden (that’s 

Benny from Abba, 

Bjorn Borg and the 

Swedish Queen) has 

been here for ice 

cream”. 
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We then started our journey 

north up the east coast of 

Sweden. A few people stopped 

off a Karlskrona to visit the 

collection of tiny red cottages 

on Brandaholm Island and the 

brilliant maritime museum, 

which includes a full size 

submarine. 

Our destination for the next 

few nights was close to Kalmar, 

which has an impressive moated 

castle. Some guests drove onto 

Oland Island to look at the 

windmills and the seals, while 

others went inland to the 

Kingdom of Crystal glass-

blowing area. 

This particular campsite has the 

Baltic on three sides and views 

across to Oland Bridge. There is 

a lovely little nature reserve 

within walking distance where 

we were up close and personal 

with deer, woodpeckers and 

even snakes (although the one 

we saw was very small and very 

dead). 

Our ultimate destination in 

Sweden was the capital, 

Stockholm. En route we squeezed 

in a visit to Soderkoping on the 

Gota Canal. This place is famous 

for ice cream for some reason and 

everyone who is famous in Sweden 

(that’s Benny from Abba, Bjorn 

Borg and the Swedish Queen) has 

been here for ice cream. We can 

now add Crossings’ customers to 

that illustrious list. 

Our schedule allowed for two and 

half days in Stockholm, which is 

never enough. Again, our guests 

managed an impressive array of 

visits from the un-missable Vasa 

Museum to the missable Abba 

Museum. Only joking, I know some 

of you love Abba. 

The Kaknas Tower is one of our 

favourites along with the hustle and 

bustle of Gamla Stan. 

For a more sedate excursion, some 

of our guests caught the steamer 

boat from the campsite along to 

Drottingholm Palace, the summer 

residence of Abba (or it might be 

the Swedish Royal family). 



From here our tour took a diversion 

from previous years as we decided to 

add in a little bit of Norway. 

Therefore, instead of heading south 

west, we headed to the north west 

with a very peaceful stopover at the 

top of Lake Vanern. This is Sweden’s 

largest lake and although we didn’t 

see all of it, there was a lovely walk / 

ride along the inlet to the top of the 

lake. 

It was then onto Norway where we 

spent three night right next to the 

Oslofjord. In fact, some of the pitches 

were practically in the Oslofjord—

not because they were boggy, but 

because they were so close to the 

shore. 

An excellent (if slightly confusing) bus 

service shuttled us into the city from 

right outside the campsite entrance 

so we all took advantage of this with 

trips into the capital. 

Oslo doesn’t have one stand-out 

attraction. Instead it has dozens of 

museums and attractions to keep the 

visitor busy. The highlights from the 

group seemed to be the sculpture 

park, the Viking ship museum and the 

Aker Brugge area although everyone 

had their own favourite bits. 

Our favourite bit was the new opera 

house, which looks like a collapsed 

iceberg. We couldn't understand the 

geometry of the place, but it was a 

real stunner in white marble and you 

could climb all over it. 

Oslo was our further point north on 

this trip and after a couple of 

dramatic thunderstorms over the 

fjord we headed back down the west 

coast of Sweden with stopovers in 

Gothenburg and Malmo. 

Our campsite at Malmo was a 

particular highlight as we all had 

pitches overlooking the mighty 

Oresund Bridge. Some of us had to 

strain our necks a bit more than 

others to see it, but it does look 

particularly good in the sunset with 

stormy skies looming. 

After that we retraced our steps 

home. It was back over the bridges 

and then through Denmark, 

Germany, Holland (where we had an 

exceptional meal), Belgium and 

France. 

A quick note on the weather as we 

know we have a lot of weather 

watching motorhomers. Overall we 

were very lucky with only one full day 

of rain. Day 1 was 37 degrees C. As 

we drove through a storm in 

Oslofjord I got a reading of 11 

degrees on may van. That means we 

had a variation in daytime 

temperature of 26 degrees C. This is 

a record! 

“That means we 

had a variation in 

daytime temperature 

of 26 degrees C. This 

is a record!” 

 

...continued 
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Coq au Van: the amusingly-titled recipe feature with ideas 

for meals that you can cook within the confines of a motorhome! 
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Broad Bean Salad 

 

Ingredients 

 

200g broad beans, fresh or frozen. 

30g of whole almonds. 

480g jar of roasted red pepper in brine. 

Half a bunch of flat leaf parsley. 

30g of Manchego cheese. 

 

Method 

 

Boil the beans in a pan of boiling salted water 

for 3 minutes, then drain and pinch the skins off 

any larger beans.  Toast the almonds in a dry 

griddle pan on a medium heat until lightly 

golden, tossing regularly, then remove and finely 

slice. 

Drain the peppers and open out flat, then char 

on the hot griddle until bar-marked on one side 

only.  Remove and slice 1cm thick.  Finely slice 

the parsley stalks, pick the leaves, then toss 

with the braid beans,peppers, 1 1/2 tablespoons 

of extra virgin olive oil and 1 tablespoon each of 

red wine vinegar and brine from the pepper 

jar.   

 

Taste, season to perfection with sea salt and 

black pepper, and decide between your plates. 

 

Finely, shave over the cheese with a speed-

peeler, drizzle with 1 teaspoon of extra virgin 

olive oil, scatter over the almonds, serve and 

enjoy. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that we no longer have access to our old .”co.uk” email and 

internet addresses as we have now moved across  fully to “.com” 

Our email address is: 

bobandwendy@crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Our web address is: 

www.crossingsmotorhometours.com 

Motorhoming and Travel Tips & Advice 

5. There is some advice that if 

your cassette has wheels, that 

you shouldn’t use them as they 

wear out and then the cassette 

doesn’t sit properly in the 

recess. I think it is easier to get 

new wheels rather than a new 

back though. 

6. Don’t open and close the 

‘blade’ while you are sitting on 

the loo. There is weight 

bearing down on it and you 

might break the mechanism or 

the sealing ring (not good). 

7. If there is a male available in 

your van, make sure he does 

the emptying. 

I have been writing this newsletter 

for a couple of years now and 

realized that I have never taken on 

the topic of toilets. Being British, 

it’s a topic we tend to talk about on 

tour. 

1. This is going to be 

controversial but I don’t think 

you can beat Elsan Blue. Put a 

decent glug in and it’s nice 

while you are using it and 

while you are emptying it. 

2. You don’t have to use 

specialized products. We 

have heard of people using 

various non-standard things 

including washing powder 

tablets. 

3. We have just discovered 

Elsan Pink in the form of a 

spray (as motorhomes don’t 

tend to have flush tanks like 

caravans). Highly 

recommended for a quick 

spray around the bowl. 

4. Empty and rinse your cassette 

completely when putting your 

van into winter storage. 

“I think it is easier 

to get new wheels 

rather than a new 

back though”. 

Crossings dot com 
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